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L  E  T  T  E 


TO  THE 


People  of  England. 


A 


LETTER  IV. 

T  length  the  long  predi&ed  confequences  and  fa¬ 
tal  effects  of  m - 1  mi  conduft,  io  much  derid- 

ed  by  thole  who  gave  and  thofe  who  received  the 
wages  of  iniquity,  are  become  too  alarming  to  be  de¬ 
nied  by  the  moft  hardy  and  inhred  to  that  pernicious 
pra&ice. 

Even  thofe  who  traffic  in  your  undoing,  acquiefce  in 
this  truth,  and  prefume  to  vindicate  themfelves  by  af- 

ferting  ye  were  found  undone,  when  the  ad - n  was 

delivered  into  their  hands,  and  that  no  remedy  has  fuf- 
ficient  efficacy  to  fave  you  from  pcrdhion. 

The  dire  dilemma  into  which  ye  are  brought,  your 
diftreffed  fituation,  the  loads  of  accumulated  taxes,  the 
diminution  of  trade,  the  negleft  of  En^lijh  welfare,  the 
attention  to  Germanic  interests,  the  reliar  ces  on  foreign 
mercenaries,  and  contempt  of  Eritijh  fubjefts  for  the  de¬ 
fence  of  this  ifland,  the  whole  conduft  of  affairs,  both  at 
home  and  abroad,  in  Europe  and  America,  and  that  defpi- 
cable  appearance  to  which  ye  are  reduced  in  the  fight  of 
every  nation  upon  eardi,  render  this  too  vifible  to  every 
eye  the  leafl  inquifitive,  and  too  affii&ing  to  every  heart 
not  yet  transformed  to  ftoneby  the  long  practice  of  plun¬ 
dering  its  native  land. 

A  To 


To  avoid  all  appearance  of  inflammatory  declamation, 
and  fllence  the  defamatory  tongues  of  all  who  (hare  their 
country’s  fpoils,  who  afTert  that  every  attempt  to  eman¬ 
cipate  you  from  your  evils,  is  a  malignant  defigrt  to  depre- 

c':l'e  ,c  ,n  -  y:  let  ns  impartially  recall  to  your  eyes 
•  the  molt  material  articles  of  the  ad - n,  fince  the 

commencement  of  differences  between  the  Brit’fh  and 
trench  lubjefts  on  the  banks  of  the  river  Ohio. 

In  this  [dace,  the  more  effe&ually  to  lay  before  you 
t  te  leal  cauies  of  this  war,  it  will  be  neceffary  to  lead 
you  back  to  a  transaction  not  fufficientlv  known  by  all 

of  you,  which  palled  between  the  m- - y  of  France 

and  England . 

In  the  year  iyyo,  or  1751,  fonie  American  traders, 
lubjeds  of  the  king  of  Great  Britain ,  travelled  to  the 
borders  of  the  Obio>  to  traffic  with  the  natives  of  thole 
parts.  rhis  oeing  known  to  the  Canadian  French ,  mef* 
fengers  were  difpatched  to  acquaint  them,  that  unlefs 
they  withdrew  from  their  mafler’s  territories,  their  ef- 
feef s  would  be  confilcated,  and  themfelves  carried  to 
prifon  at  Queoec,  T.  his  meflage  the  traders  thought  fit 
to  obey,  and  withdrew  in  confequence  of  it. 

The  fucceeding  ftafon,  another  company  of  Eritijh 
fubje&s  came  to  trade  on  the  Ohio ,  and  not  withdrawing 
on  a  like  meffage  with  the  former,  their  goods  were 
confiscated,  and  themfelves  carried  priioners  to  Qu  ite, 
from  whence  they  were  brought  to  Rochelle  in  France, 
and  I  dll  detained  in  prifon,  Not  confcious  of  having  vi¬ 
olated  the  law's  of  nations,  or  traded  on  any  ground  to 
which  the  king  of  Gi eat  Britain  had  not  an  undoubted 

right,  they  remonffrared  to  the  B - (h  m - y, 

ed  upon  bei  g  claimed  as  B - -Jh  lubje&s,  and  ho¬ 

nourably  dilcharged  fro  n  prifon,  as  perfon.s  unoffending 
the  laws  of  nations;  nay,  they  entertained  the  honour¬ 
able  hopes  of  Enghfhmen ,  that  the  m - y  of  E - d 

would  not  ceafe  to  demand  an  indemnification  for  the 
lols  of  that  merchandize  which  had  been  unjufily  taken 
from  them,  and  reparation  for  the  inf ult  and  long  fin* 
prifonment  of  their  perfons;  expectations  becoming  men 
yyho  value  their  liberties,  properties,  and  nation’s  ho¬ 
nour  ; 
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pour.  In  this  they  were  deceived  :  the  true  fpirit  of  an 

En — (h  m - r  no  longer  dwelt  amongfl  us ;  the  a  mb— — r 

at  Paris ,  inftead  of  demanding  t  efe  fubjedts  of  his  maf- 
ter,  as  men  unjuftly  held  in  prilon,  and  reparation  for 
the  injuries  they  had  receive  1,  was  ordered  by  the 

m - y  to  follicit,  as  a  favour  from  the  court  of  France , 

the  difcharge  of  them  only,  acknowledging  their  of¬ 
fence.  Were  not  your  f  — - —  n?s  rights,  and  your 
own  privileges  fhamefully  given  up?  Were  not  the  lands 
on  the  Ohio  confeffed  to  belong  to  the  king  of  France? 
Were  not  the  French  juftified  in  imprifoning  your  fellow 
fubjefts,  and  confifcating  their  effects,  by  this  tame  be¬ 
haviour  of  the  B - —ft)  m — — -r? 

After  this  dallardly  concefTion  in  thofe  whofe  duty  ic 
Is  to  defend  your  privileges,  can  it  be  a  wonder,  that  that 
country  was  claimed  by  the  French  as  their  own,  or  that 
they  began  to  build  forts  and  block-houffis  to  lecure  the 
trade,  and  afcertain  the  property  of  it  ? 

Little  as  this  tranfaclion  was  known  or  attended  to  in 
E  —  d7  the  taking  poUeflion  in  this  manner  of  the  fron¬ 
tiers  of  Virginia,  alarmed  the  people  of  that  province* 
in  confequence  of  which  Mr.  JVaJhington  attacked  them 
in  thofe  parts,  and  was  defeated. 

It  feems,  however,  that  before  this  timid  acquiefcence 

of  the  B — fh  m - r,  in  thus  ac  knowledging  that  part 

of  A  — - a  to  be  the  property  of  France ,  he  had  grant¬ 

ed  the  lands  on  the  Ohio  to  a  quaker  of  the  city  of  Lon¬ 
don  ^  and  his  affociates. 

Thus  caught  between  the  king  of  France  and  a  qua¬ 
ker,  like  the  mariners  of  old  between  Scy/la  and  Cba- 
rybdiSy  he  became  unequal  to  the  dangers  and  difficulty 
of  the  fteerage,  and  fell  into  great  embarraffments. 

He  now  perceived,  that  though  he  had  pufilanimouf- 
ly  given  u p  to  enemies  his  mailer’s  rights  and  your  pri¬ 
vileges,  that  the  French  minifter,  tenacious  of  both,  and 
his  own  honour,  could  not  be  negociated  into  receding 
from  what  had  been  granted  him :  he  perceived  alio, 
that  the  quaker,  fortified  by  a  pertinacious  adherence  to 
his  own  interell,  could  not  be  foothed  into  relinquifning 
the  grant  which  had  been  made  him.  If  the  trench 

A  2  monarch 


\ 


(  4  ) 

HlCHi:u  La  was  backed  by  the  arm  of  flefh,  and  203,000 
men  to  fupport  his  claim  to  the  OFo,  the  quaker  was 
lb  darned  in  his  by  the  fpirit  of  obftinacy,  and  intereft  of 
t.  .e  egion  of  fedaries.  On  one  fide  a  French  invafion  and 

a  war  filled  the  m - r  with  horrid  apprehenfions ;  on 

the  other,  he  was  greatly  difquiered,  left,  bythedefert- 
ing  the  quaker,  he  fhould  offend  the  money-jobbers  of 
the  city,  and  be  unable  to  raife  the  fupplies* 

i  o  ffrengthen  this  dilemma  of  the  m - r,  there  was 

added  to  the  infuperable  propenfity  in  a  quaker  of  never 
rchnquilhing  an  advantage,  a  fecondary  motive,  which 
probably  at  that  time  efcaped  the  fharp-fighted  ken  of 

our  m - 1  Lynceus.  The  grant  of  the  Ohio,  however 

great  it  might  be  conceived,  was  a  diftant  and  proble¬ 
matical  advantage  only  ;  a  war  on  the  continent  oS Ame¬ 
rica  was  a  prefent  and  pofitive  one,  as  the  remittances  to 
the  armies  in  thofe  parts,  an  objed  of  great  gain,  would 
pals  through  his  hands,  and  by  means  of  this  money 
lent  to  America ,  his  debtors  in  that  country  would  be 
enabled  to  difeharge  thofe  debts,  which  otherwife  he 
entertained  but  little  hopes  of  receiving. 

Urged  by  thele  motives,  this  Ion  of  meeknefs  and  re- 
fignation  prefTed  the  m  — r  to  fend  thofe  fubjedls  whole 
loyalty  to  their  king,  and  love  to  their  country,  arc 
above  all  fear  of  danger,  to  facrifice  their  lives  in  reco- 
x c r  1  n g  trie  lands  or  men  whole  principles  will  not  per~ 

mit  them  to  defend  the  caufe,  or  fight  the  battles  of 
their  king  or  country. 

#  Tims,  at  fir  ft,  the  want  of  fpirit  in  the  m— —  r,  to 

vindicate  his  f - n’s  rights  and  fubjecls  privileges, 

timidly  befeeching  as  a  favour,  what  he  had  a  right  to 
demand  in  juftice  from  the  French ,  has  given  that  nation 
a  better  foundation  to  the  claim  of  the  Ohio . 

And,  lallly ,  the  dread  of  being  deferted  by  money-job¬ 
bers  and  fe&aries,  has  prevailed  over  the  terror  of  the 
French  arms,  and  induced  him  to  attempt  recovering  by 
force,  what  he  had  renounced  by  conceflion :  happy  that 
nation  which  is  deftined  to  the  a  of  fuch  con¬ 
fident  m - ~rs. 


If 


If  it  be  asked,  whence  it  comes  to  pals,  that  this  be¬ 
haviour  of  the  B — -fo  m — • — r  has  never  been  mentioned 
in  the  French  memorials  relative  to  the  difputes  in  Ame¬ 
rica,  it  may  be  anfwered,  with  truth,  that  the  French 
miniftry  perfeaiy  knew,  that  this  ceding  the  territories 

of  England ,  by  the  timidity  of  the  m - r,  was  no  legal 

relinquifhing  the  B — (h  right  to  thefe  lands,  and  that 
the  K — g  and  people  would  never  acquielce  in  this  con- 
ceflion. 

They  therefore  made  no  public  ufe  of  this  argument, 
referving  it  only  between  the  B — -fk  m— — r  and  them- 
felves,  left  a  public  declaration  of  this  affair  might  re¬ 
move  him  from  the  ad - — n,  and  the  French  mo¬ 

narch  lofe  an  ally  of  greater  confequence  to  his  fuccefs, 
than  any  potentate  in  Europe-,  for  what  can  impart  fuch 
ftrength  to  an  enemy,  as  the  want  of  courage  and  capa¬ 
city  in  the  man  who  oppofes  him  ? 

The  French  m— — y  had  proved  in  a  former  war,  and 
by  long  experience  in  peace,  the  inconfiftency,  inabili¬ 
ty,  and  timidity  of  this  man.  To  thefe  they  were  great¬ 
ly  indebted  for  their  fuccefs  in  the  late  war  *,  on  his  dif- 
pofitions  and  capacity  they  prefumed  to  encroach  upon 
us  during  peace ;  on  the  fame  qualities  they  promifed  - 
themfelves  the  like  advantages  for  the  future.  To  disco¬ 
ver  his  timid  and  abfurd  behaviour  was  to  rifque  his  re¬ 
moval,  an  event  to  be  dreaded  by  all  French  fubje&s. 
They  concluded,  perhaps  too  ralhly,  that  as  no  nation 

ever  had  furnifhed  two  m - rs,  fucceeding  each  other, 

fo  unequal  to  the  talk  of  governing  as  this  man,  that  there¬ 
fore  no  nation  could;  and  in  confequence  of  this  man¬ 
ner  of  thinking,  fecreted  this  behaviour  with  refpeft  to 
the  Ohio,  and  chofe  rather  to  make  Nova  Scotia  the  ob- 
jeft  of  the  quarrel  to  the  public.  This  they  determined 
to  fuftain  by  arms,  when  they  found  themfelves  defeat¬ 
ed  in  argument. 

_  After  amoft  gracious  fpeech  from  the  throne  at  the  be¬ 
ginning  of  the  leffion,  when  all  was  gentle  and  pacific,  on 
Tuefday  the  25  th  of  March  1755,  the  fee  ne  luddenly  changes, 
war  becomes  the  univerfal  converfation,  and  a  meftage  ' 
was  lent  from  his  m— — -y  to  both  houfes,  importing  that 
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tlic  prefent  Gtustion  of  affairs  required  an  augmentation 
of  his  forces  by  lea  and  land,  to  defend  his  juft  rights  in 
America ,  and  repel  whatever  attempts  might  be  made  a- 

gainft  his  kingdoms ;  not  doubting  but  his  faithful  p - 1 

would  enable  hint  to  make  luch  augmentations  as  the  e- 
mergency  of  affairs  Ihould  require. 

To  this  meflage  both  houles  prefented  very  loyal  ad- 
drefles,  exprefling  their  utmoft  zeal  and  affe&ion  for  his 
majefty’s  royal  perfon,  family,  and  government,  alluring 
him  of  a  ready  compliance  in  fupporting  him  to  repel  all 
attempts  which  may  be  made  to  difturb,  or  deprive  him 
of  his  kingdoms. 

Let  us  now  fee  what  provifion  has  been  made  in  defence 

of  all  parts  of  his  m - y’s  dominions  by  his  m - r, 

in  confequence  of  this  refolution  of  hoftilities.  IV!  r  Brad* 
dock  had  been  juft:  fent  to  Virginia  with  Englifh  forces;*4 
the  fatal  effects  of  that  expedition,  the  weaknefs  of  the 
deflgn,  and  ineffeftual  execution  of  it,  have  already  been 
been  laid  before  you. 

The  defeat  of  that  officer  being  accompanied  with  his 
death,  a  miftake,  not  inferior  to  the  firft  choice  of  this 
commander,  was  dilcovered  to  every  eye;  it  feems  there 
was  no  officer  amongft  the  remaining  military  force  which 
had  been  fent  to  America ,  equal  to  a  command  of  fuch  ©on* 
fequence. 

The  m - r  then*  who  planned  this  expedition,  muft 

have  concluded  that  Mr  Braddock  was  both  invincible 
and  immortal;  otherwife,  as  a  difeafe  might  defeat  all 
the  fuccefs  which  the  greateft  courage,  prudence,  and 
capacity  might  atchieve,  and  the  French  arms  prevail  by 
the  lofs  of  a  general  whom  death  only  could  conquer, 
he  would  have  fent  a  fecond,  equal  to  the  task  of  com¬ 
manding  an  army.  My  reafon  for  faying  this,  is,  that 

when  opportunity  had  proved,  contrary  tom - 1  wit 

dom,  that  this  general  was  neither  invincible  nor  im¬ 
mortal,  the  command  did  not  devolve  on  any  officer  fent 
from  hence  with  Mr.  Braddock . 

Now  to  me  it  feems,  that  nothing  can  be  a  more  con¬ 
vincing  proof  of  the  m - r’s  imagining  Mr  .Braddock 

fuperior  to  death  and  defeat,  and  of  the  fuppofed  inef¬ 
ficiency 


ffciency  of  all  the  officers  who  accompanied  him,  than 
the  command  in  chief  falling  on  g— < — 1  S— — y. 

This  gentleman  had  been  bred  at  the  bar,  and  was 
grown  old  in  the  praftice  of  it;  by  unforfeen  accidents 

he  at  laft  became  g - r  of  a  province  in  New  Eng - 

land ;  he  had  never  been  prefent  at  fiege  or  battle;  and 
his  talents,  however  nicely  adapted  to  his  profeffion  of 

the  law,  and  other  departments  of  a  g - r,  promifed 

but  little  fuccefs  in  the  management  of  military  affairs, 
being  by  nature  flow,  diffident,  and  inert.  Him,  not- 

withftanding,  the  E — i h  m - r  felected  to  command 

the  king’s  armies  in  America ,  accompanied  with  the  ap¬ 
pointments  and  pay  of  the  late  duke  of  Marlborough . 

It  is  remarkable  alfo,  that  the  m - 1  choice  falling 

on  this  gentleman,  proved  a  more  favourable  circum* 
fiance  to  our  enemies,  than  could  have  happened  in  the 
appointing  of  any  other  American  governor;  What  a 
furprifing  genius  for  deviating  from  the  right,  is  this  na¬ 
tion  bleil  with  in  a  m - r ! 

The  chamber  of  every  other  governor  in  America  be¬ 
ing  unknown  to  the  French  court,  whoever  befides  had 
been  appointed  g—  1,  they  might  probably  have  con¬ 
cluded,  that  as  he  ought  to  be,  fo  he  was,  equal  to  the 
command  of  an  army.  This  would,  at  leaf,  have  made 
our  enemies  lefs  fangnine  in  their  hopes  of  fuccefs  ;  but 
MrS—  —y  was  as  well  known  at  Paris,  where  he  refid- 

ed  a  long  while  com - y  for  fettling  Nova  Scotia,  as  in 

London  ;  fo  that  the  French  miniflry  being  perfe&ly  ac¬ 
quainted  with  his  talents,  the  apprehenlions  of  danger 
from  fuch  a  commander,  were  but  little  in  their  minds, 
or  in  thofe  who  were  to  oppofe  him. 

Nay,  fo  full  w;ere  the  Parifiians,  on  the.  newrs  of  his 
being  appointed  commander  in  chief  in  America ,  that 
the  firft  falutat’ion  ainongff  thofe  who  wrere  acquainted 
with  him  was,  Flue  penjez  vous  monfieur ,  le  minifire  d?  An- 

gleierre  a  ncmme  noire  ami  monfieur  S - y  general  des  armies 

du  roy  en  Amerique . 

Notwithflanding  this  appellation  of  friend  by  the 
French,  I  am  convinced  it  did  not  arife  from  any  pre¬ 
vailing  inclination  imagined  in  g - 1  S — —y  towards  • 

that 
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that  nation  ;  nor  would  I  be  thought  to  blame  him  for 
accepting  this  port,  fo  honourable  and  lucrative;  to  have 
ret  u led  it,  would  have  been  an  unexampled  inftance  of 
felf-denial  ;  an  expe&ation  not  founded  in  the  nature  of 
man:  nothing  is  more  natural  than  to  imagine  ourfelves 
equal  to  every  undertaking  which  our  fuperiors  conceive 
ws  to  be  ;  without  this  prevalent  and  encouraging  felf- 

opinion,  the  m - r  mult  have  long  fince  resigned  his 

charge. 

Iti  confequence  of  being  defined  to  the  chief  com** 

mand,  Mr  S - -v  repaired  to  Albany ,  where,  after  long 

imitating  the  celebrated  Fabius  in  delay,  he,  at  length^ 
with  the  fame  deliberation  began  his  march,  counting 
his  fteps,  towards  the  Lake  Ontario. ,  where  being,  alas^ 
too  maturely  arrived,  and  perceiving  that  nothing  was 
to  be  done  again  ft  the  enemy,  he  as  deliberately  march¬ 
ed  back  again,  meeting  no  oppofition  which  he  did  not 
eafily  overcome  :  and  thus  began  and  ended  the  expedi¬ 
tion  of  g - 1  c. - y}  exadtly  as  it  had  been  predict¬ 

ed  by  all  who  knew  him,  imitating  the  great  Lewis  in 
going  up  the  hill  and  coming  down  again.  In  this,  how¬ 
ever,  the  whole  blame  refts  on  him  who  chofe,  and  not 
on  him  that  was  chofen  ;  the  g - 1  furely  is  to  be  par¬ 

doned  who  failed  in  his  expedition,  when  the  m — — r 
was  fomuch  miflaken  in  his  judgment  of  him. 

Notwithftanding  this  manifeft  deficiency  in  the  B—[b 

m - y,  in  the  choice  of  their  generals,  that  of  the 

Americans  was  as  remarkably  juft.  General  Johnfon , 
formed  by  nature  for  the  military  art,  whom  fagacity 
blended  with  courage,  activity  with  patience,  rendered 
what  is  not  always  to  be  found  amongft  feen  fervice  and 
regular  bred  warriors,  was  the  objeCt  of  their  choice. 

This  gentleman,  with  the  militia  of  the  provinces, 
took  the  French  general  prifoncr,  and  defeated  ten  times 
the  number  of  thofe  French  troops,  before  which  Mr 
Braddock  and  his  regulars  fhameiully  retired  ;  and  though 
this  military  fuccefs  was  followed  by  no  farther  advan¬ 
tage  to  the  American  caufe  than  that  of  taking  prifbner  the 
enemy’s  general,  it  muft  be  imputed  entirely  to  the  jar¬ 
ring  councils  of  the  different  provinces,  delay  in  fend- 
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iiig  pi  ovifions  and  recruits,  envy  of  his  fuccefs,  and  va¬ 
rious  other  caufes. 

Let  us  now  turn  our  eyes  on  what  was  tranfacled  in 
another  part  of  America .  It  Teems  the  inhabitants  of 
New  England ,  being  thoroughly  acquainted  with  the  im¬ 
portance  of  Nova  Scotia ,  had  refolved  to  drive  the  French 
from  their  forts  in  that  part  of  America.  With  this 
view  general  IVtnflow  and  2000  militia  failed  for  Halifax, 
where  being  arrived,  and  joined  by  about  2  or  300  re¬ 
gulars  only,  under  the  command  ot  Co!.  Aloncktony  they 

took  Beau  fejour ,  and  immediately  ali  the  other  forts 
furrendered. 

rl  hus  the  onfy  advantages  which  were  derived  from 
ail  the  military  preparations  again  ft  the  French  in  Ameri¬ 
ca,  were  affected  by  a  general  unknown  to  the  B - -Jh 

m  .  r,  ana  a  militia  of  Americans ,  and  by  an  expediti¬ 
on  planned  by  the  provinces  of  New  England, ,  thekft  of 
which  exploits  the  Americans  had  always  in  their  power 
to  accomphfh,  ynadifted  by  men,  money,  or  fliips,  from 
this  Land  :  whilft  the  generals  and  the  expeditions  ap¬ 
pointed  by  the  m  rjvere  either  ignominioufly  de¬ 
feated,  or  rendered  ineffectual. 

i  he  laft  fummer  then  was  productive  of  the  reducti¬ 
on  of  Nova  Scotia,  Mr  Braddcck' s  defeat,  Mr  S _ >’s  in¬ 

effectual  march  to  Ofwegp ,  general  JobnJon’s  victory  un- 
purfued  through  deficiency  of  powers,  and  his  relin- 
quifhing  the  lervice  through  difguft. 

The  campaign  being  terminated  fo  little  to  the  ad¬ 
vantage  of  the  Americans,  the  molt  natural  thought  which 
could  employ  the  at  ten  ion  of  a  fiatefman,  was  that  of 
fpeedily  reinforcing  thole  parts  againft  iheFreicb attempts, 
which  would  undoubtedly  be  more  vigorous  the  luc- 
ceedmg  limimer  than  the  former,  as  men  and  ammuni- 
tion would  be  lent  them  to  fuftain  the  etfabliftiments  they 
had  sriade  on  the  back  of  the  Britijh  fettlements.  Let  us 
fee  what  provifion  has  been  made,  and  how  fpeedily  aft 
fiftance  has  been  tranlmitted  to  your  fellow  fubjects  in 
thole  parts,  from  whence  the  great  lource  of  your 
wealth  and  commerce  is  derived. 

Th*, 
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XHe  attempt  in  their  favour  was  that  of  creating 
3*  regiment  of  Germans  to  be  enlifted  in  Europe ,  and  fent 
thither*,  whofe  officers  were  to  be  compofed  of  men 
ftrangers  to  this  land,  and  aliens  to  its  liberties  and  pri¬ 
vileges,  unproved  by  experience,  guiltlefs  of  (iege  or 
battle,  in  whole  favour  the  Britijh  fubjefts  of  untainted 
loyalty  and  approved  courage  were  rejefted,  and  even 
an  exprefs  article,  in  an  aft  relating  to  the  fettlement  of 
the  prefent  auguft  family  on  the  throne, was  fufpended  by 
a  particular  bill  in  parliament.  Notwithftanding  all  this, 
tranfafted  in  favour  of  foreigners,  no  advantage  has  hi¬ 
therto  accrued  to  the  plantations  from  that  defign,  nei¬ 
ther  men  or  officers  being  yet  failed  to  that  part. 

The  winter  palled  away,  the  fpring  was  advancing  ! 

No  g - 1  appointed !  No  Englifh  troops  deftined  for  the 

fuccour  of  America ,  till  on  April  15th,  the  tranfports  fet 
fail  with  Oeway  s  and  Murray* s  R  egiments  for  America, 
too  late  to  be  of  any  affifta nee  ’till  next  fpring,  unlefs  the 
French  may,  peradventure,  poffefs  themfelves  of  Virginia , 
or  fome  other  ill  defended  colony,  before  their  arrival. 

In  fuch  fituation  and  diitrefs  as  the  provinces  remain¬ 
ed  at  the  end  of  laid  autumn,  when  the  deficiency  of  ge¬ 
nerals  was  fo  apparent  to  all  comprehenfions,  is  it  to  be 
believed,  that  the  commander  in  chief  fliould  have  been 
with  held  ’till  the  latter  end  of  May  ?  and  yet  this  has 
been  the  real  date  of  the  cafe. 

That  man,  who  was  to  fuperfede  all  others  in  com¬ 
mand,  has  not  been  fent  ’till  it  is  probably  become  too 
late  for  him  to  perform  any  thing  of  confequence  this 
fummer.  I  he  general  in  chief,  who  fliould  have  been 
fent  laft  autumn,  and  been  prefent  in  a  new  country  as 
long  as  poffible  before  his  entering  upon  aftion,  to  be 
acquainted  *with  the  different  refolutions  of  the  various 
provinces,  to  have  known  the  genius  of  the  inhabitants, 
planned  the  expeditions,  and  created  a  confioence  in 
thofe  who  were  to  obey  him,  was  the  laft  perlon  dif- 
patched  on  this  occafion. 

It  is  but  lately  that  even  any  one  has  been  fent  to 
America .  Within  two  months  Mr  Webb  has  fuperfeded 

Mr  S - y,  general  Abercrombie  Mr  Webb,  and  lord 

Loudon, 
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London  all  of  them :  by  this  deep  contrivance,  indeed*  ; 

the  m - — r  has  fulfilled  the  fcriptures,  which  fay,  the 

firfl  final  1  be  lad,  and  the  lad  fird ;  yet  without  the  im-*  ‘ 
putation  of  infidelity,  there  are  thofe  who  cannot  be¬ 
lieve  that  the  chief  in  command  ought  to  be  the  lead 
acquainted  with  the  bufinefs  he  is  to  undertake. 

Is  there  another  head  in  Europe ,  befides  the  m - 1, 

which  would  have  fent  commanders  in  this  manner  ?  If 
lord  Loudon  had  gone  fird,  Mr.  Webb  and  general  Aber¬ 
crombie  vtou\&  have  followed^naturally  ;  and,  as  they  were 
under  him  in  command,  fallen  into  their  places  of  duty, 
which  are  to  obey  his  orders  and  difpofitions ;  but  as  the 

m - r  has  dedined  the  affair,  the  commander  in  chief 

mud  now  follow  the  plans  of  men  inferior  to  himfelf  in 
military  knowledge,  or  remain  inaftive  ;  for  certainly  the 
preparation  for  every  military  expedition,  mud  have 
been  too  far  advanced  before  lord  Loudon' s  arrival,  to  ad¬ 


mit  of  any  confiderable  alteration  ;  nay,  even  before  Mr. 

Webb  and  Abercrombie  arrived  ;  fo  that  Mr  S - y  is,  in 

fact,  general  in  planning  the  operation  of  this  campaign 

alfo.  How  ridiculous  then  was  this  m - 1  difpofition 

in  fending  out  the  commanders  ?  Lord  Loudon  mud,  from 
the  nature  of  his  commidion,  which  fuperfedes  all  others, 
be  imagined  fuperior  in  every  thing  relative  to  the  com¬ 
manding  an  army,  to  all  who  were  fent  berore  him  ; 
otherways  it  is  the  greated  abfurdity  to  have  fent  him  at 

all ;  and  yet,  by  pure  fubtilty  of  m - 1  contrivance, 

he  mud  necedarily  be  the  lead  acquainted  with  what  he 
is  to  undertake,  if  he  arrives  time  enough  for  action 
this  campaign  \  and  bound  to  follow  operations  already 
concerted  by  a  man  proved  unequal  to  the  undertaking, 
or  remain  on  the  defenfive.  Is  not  this  cunningly  iub* 
jeiting  a  foldier  and  man  of  capacity  to  all  the  infufficien- 
cy  of  underdanding,  in  that  very  perfon  who  was  fo 
much  complained  of  in  the  conduit  of  the  lad  fummei  s 
campaign,  and  defeating  the  whole  expedition  for  this 

year?  Admirable  fagacity ! 

Befides  this  inverfion  of  wrong  for  right,  fo  natural  to 
m - 1  underftandings,  in  fending  the  officers  of  higheft 

rank,  it  is  to  be  obferved,  .that  even  the  interior  officers 

of 


on^d^8  Tgiment'  t0gether  with  arms>  amuniti. 
on,  and  other  military  preparations,  lie  at  this  time  *  at 

Portfmoutb  ;  and  what  is  not  a  little  extraordinary,  the 

°lh“  '«>ponS,  lay.,  u/while 

on  the  wharfs,  waning  for  tranfports,  which  were  not 
nen  hired  to  take  them  on  board.  I  fay  nothing  of  the 

fagacity  of  that  m - 1  conception,  which  Ihipped  the 

carnages  of  the  cannon  on  board  one  drip,  the  ci  .non  on 
another,  the  ball  on  a  third,  and  the  powder  on  a  fourth; 

a  contrivance  not  eafily  to  be  paralelled  in  any  ad _ n. 

Bence,  by  this  fubtilty  of  thought,  the  chance  of  de¬ 
feating  the  whole  expedition  was  increafed  as  four  to 

?,ie  j  or  1  cach  article  had  been  proportionably  mixed 
in  the  cargoes  of  the  four  ihips,  the  taking  one  drip 
could  have  defeated  but  one  fourth  of  the  imen  ion,  and 
1o  m  proportion  ;  but,  as  it  wasdefigned,  the  taking  one 
dnp  renders  the  whole  ufelefs;  how  complaifant  are  the 
JP‘  f  ,in  a,!  their  undertakings  to  your  enemies  ? 

I  o  this  might  be  added  the  yco  Barrels  of  gun-pow¬ 
er  purchased  untried  of  the  Dutch,  cunningly  to  pre¬ 
vent  it  s  falling  into  our  enemies  hands ;  which,  upon  ex¬ 
periment,  proved  as  explofive  as  faw-dud. 

'lhefe  lad  mentioned  affairs,  however,  mud  be  con- 
fidered  as  below  the  attention  of  m - s,  whole  capaci¬ 

ties  are  l0  different  from  the  common,  and  are  only  a 
farther  confirmation  of  that  great  faculty  of  rightly  di- 
ltinguidnng  and  feledYng  men,  fit  to  be  employed  in  all 
lituations  under  their  directions. 

If  deficiency  in  the  fupplies  granted  by  parliament  had 

ecu  the  caufe  of  this  deiay,  and  inattention  to  the  mod 

valuable  of  all  our  foreign  poffedions,  much  might  have 

men  offered  in  vindication  of  a  m - r;  but  fince  our 

mod  royal  mader,  our  mod  gracious  fovereign,  in  his 

mod  gracious  fpccch  from  the  throne,  has  been  pleated 

to  thank  his  people  for  the  vigorous  and  effectual  fup- 

port,  which  has  been  granted  him,  what  can  be  laid  in 

defence  of  men,  who  have  thus  abfurdly  applied  it,  fhatne- 

f  uily  neglcCting  the  mod  important  object  of  this  king- 

corn  ?  It  would  be  ridiculous  to  name  the  caufe  of  this 
*  * 
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delay  •,  it  mull  be  afligned  to  that  which  no  man  in  Eng¬ 
land  is  weak  enough  not  to  perceive,  the  m - r  execut¬ 
ed.  1 

If  then  fuperior  knowledge  of  mankind  he  neceflary  in 
a  m  t0  direft  him  in  his  choice  of  thofe  who  are  to 

aft  under  him  ;  from  thefe  inftances,  not  purpofely  fe- 
lc6tcd,  vv  hat  hopes  remain  in  you  of  hint  who  always, 

undeviating,  appoints  the  load  qualified  for  the  task  com¬ 
mitted  to  their  care  ? 

Haying  thus  fet  before  you  the  deficiency  in  m _ 1 

attention  towards  providing  for  the  American  colonies, 
without  the  commerce  of  which  this  kingdom  mull  fbon 
languilh  into  a  total  decay,  and  fhewn,  that  even  the  trifl¬ 
ing^  fuccour  hitherto  deligned  fince  Braddock' s  defeat, 
mud,  by  the  delay  in  lending  it,  be  rendered  ineffe£hial 
during  this  dimmer,  let  me  now  turn  your  eyes  on  what 
has  been  tranlacled  in  Enrcfe  during  that  time,  in  de¬ 
fence  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  together  with  another 
dominion,  not  belonging  to  this  crown,  and  which  to  the 

prefent  minute  has  been  no  great  fource  of  acquifition  to 
tins  nation. 

Jn  1755,  during  the  time  which  pafTed  between  the 

meliage  to  both  heufes,  and  the  prorogation  cfp _ t 

on  t ue  28th  of  April,  no  addition  was  made  to  our  land 
forces :  no  la  w  pafTed  to  arm  the  fubjeefls  of  Great  Britain 
agamlt  any  mvafion  from  the  French,  a  neglect  which, 
there  is  too  much  reafon  to  fear  may  one  day  prove  fatal 
to  this  kingdom ;  but  great  fums  of  money  were  grant- 

e  ,a,id  thc.  quipping  a  refpectable  navy  engaged  the 
whole  attention  of  the  adm - n.  ° 

His  m - y  having  put  an  end  to  the  feffion  the  fame 

day,  that  no  time  might  be  loll,  defpifing  the  menaces 
and  invafions  of  the  French,  fbt  out  from  St.  James's, 
great, y  nfquing  his  facred  perfon,  through  feas  and  tem- 
peiis,  to  provide  for  the  defence  of  his  dominions.  Dur¬ 
ing  his  abfence,  let  us  recolledl  what  were  the  occupati¬ 
ons  of  the  m  — y  at  home  towards  this  attainment :  they 

vy  ere  employed  in  committing  violence  on  your  liberties 
epre!  mg  the  courage  of  failors  by  compullion,  manning- 
fleets,  which  have  been  alrnoft  ufelefs  by  their  deflinath 

'mmammarn 
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on,  and  leaving  the  ifland  open  to  the  hourly  invafion 
of  the  French,  through  deficiency  of  domeftic  force. 

However,  to  the  immortal  memory  of  the  m - -r, 

this  inattention  at  home  was  amply  recompenfed  by  his 
care  on  the  other  fide  the  water.  Two  treaties,  fuppofed 
to  be  teeming  with  advantages  to  this  nation,  were  con¬ 
cluded  :  one  with  the  emprefs  of  Ruffia,  and  the  other 
with  the  Landgrave  of  Heffe-Caffel ;  the  firft  figned  at 
Pc  ten  burgh,  the,  30th  of  September  1755,  the  other  at  Ha¬ 
nover  the  1  8th  of  June  the  fame  year. 

The  firft  article  with  Ruffia ,  confirms  the  treaty  con¬ 
cluded  in  1744,  by  which  the  emprefs  agrees  to  furnifh 
the  king  of  Great  Britain  with  10,000  infantry,  and  2000 

cavalry,  if  his  m - y’s  dominions  Should  be  attacked, 

or  with  500,000  rubles  in  money,  yearly,  during  the  at¬ 
tack.  Neither  of  which  having  been  demanded  during 
the  laft  rebellion  in  Scotland,  it  feems  no  unjuft  inference 

to  conclude,  that  that  treaty  related  to  H - r  only; 

otherwi  e,  by  what  argument  fhall  we  juflify  our  m — y, 
who,  during  that  time  of  peril  and  expence,  neglefted 
to  make  that  neceffary  requisition  of  the  troops,  or  mo- 
nev,  in  favour  of  England,  Stipulated  in  the  treaty. 

Thele  forces  being  deemed  infufficient  in  the  prefent 
emergency,  it  was  thought  prudent  to  increafe  the  num¬ 
ber  to  55,000,  40,000  of  which,  were  to  be  infantry, 
and  15,000  cavalry;  added  to  this,  40  or  50  gallics  were 
to  hold  themfdves  in  r^adinefs  to  aft  on  the  firft  orders. 

Befides  what  has  been  already  faid,  relating  to  the 
treaty  of  1  74c,  which  makes  the  bafis  of  this,  the  fourth 
article  in  the  fecond  treaty  with  Ruffia,  confirms  its  being 
defigned  for  the  defence  of  Ii - r  only. 

It  is  there  faid,  that  thele  troops  and  gallies  Shall  not 
aft  except  his  B  i tannic  majefty  or  his  allies  are  attacked; 
and  then  the  commanding  officer,  as-  foon  as  he  Shall  re¬ 
ceive  his  majefty’s  requilition,  fhall  make  a  diverfion  with  ' 
30,000  infantry,  and  the  15,000  cavalry:  and,  at  the 
fame  time,  /hall  embark  the  other  10,000  infantry  on 
board  the  gallies,  in  order  to  make  a  defeent  according 
to  the  exigency  of  affairs, 

'•  Now 
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Now,  does  not  the  fecond  article,  by  agreeing  that 
thofe  troops  fhall  be  held  in  readinefs  on  the  frontiers  of 
Livonia ,  and  the  gallies  cruifing  on  that  coaft,  declare  the 
intention  to  be  that  of  invading  the  Pruffian  territories,  if 
the  king  of  Pruffia fhall  attempt  any  thing  againft  the//- — n 
dominions  ?  otherways  the  ftipulation,  that  the  command¬ 
ing  officer  fhall  make  a  diverfion  with  30,000  infantry, 
and  15,000  cavalry,  as  foon  as  he  final  1  receive  his  majefty’s 
requiifition,  would  appear  a  palpable  abfurdity;  becaufe 
thefe  troops,  which  are  to  make  this  immediate  diverfion 
in  favour  of  his  majefty,  cannot  march  into  France  in 
much  lefs  time  than  fix  months,  if  ffie  ffiould  invade  this 
ifland  :  this  di  verfion  then,  to  be  put  in  execution  as  foon 
as  the  requifition  fhall  be  made  on  the  part  of  Great  Bri - 
tain,  cannot  mean  an  attack  upon  France  ;  much  lefs  can 
their  marching  to  the  aid  of  this  kingdom  be  the  intenti¬ 
on  of  that  article,  unlefs  the  fame  m - r,  who,  twelve 

months  f  nee,  did  not  know  that  Cape  Breton  is  an  ifland, 
had  not  at  the  time  of  concluding  this  treaty  heard,  that 
Great  Britain  is  furrounded  by  the  ocean. 

Befides  this,  gallies  being  unfit  veffels  for  tranfporting 
troops  on  the  ocean,  and  the  circumftance  of  being  or¬ 
dered  to  make  a  defeent,  according  to  the  exigency  of  af¬ 
fairs,  with  10,000  forces,  prove,  that  thefe  alio  were  de- 
figned  to  affift  the  former  number,  in  whatever  they  ffiould 
attempt,  and  neither  to  invade  France  nor  fuccour  England. 
The  term  defeent  being  always  underftoed  in  a  hoffile 
fenfe,  cannot  well  be  intended  to  fignify  their  coming 
hither  as  friends,  and  the  number  is  too  fmall  to  attempt 
an  undertaking  of  that  kind  on  the  fhores  of  France . 

In  confequence  of  this  Agreement  then  for  the  de¬ 
fence  of  the  e - 1  dominions,  the  empreTs  of  Ruffta  is 

to  be  paid  by  Great  Britain ,  100,000  /.  annually,  during 
the  term  of  four  years  in  times  of  peace  ;  and  as  loon  as 
thofe  troops  fhall  pafs  the  frontiers  of  her  country, 
500,000/.  a  year.  In  confideration  of  this  augmentation 
of  her  fubfidy,  the  emprefs  is  to  take  upon  herfelf  the 
payment,  fubfiftence,and  tranfporting  her  troops,  where- 
ever  they  fhall  be  ordered  by  Great  Britain ,  and  not  to 

re-call 
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re-call  them  hill  the  expiration  of  the  treaty,  though  her 
own  dominions  fliould  be  attacked.  7  S 

i  his  article  of  the  treaty  is  yet  another  confirmation, 
tnat  it  excludes  all  idea  of  the  Ruffians  being  ever  intend¬ 
ed  to  defend  this  ifland  ;  becaufe  the  pay  of  an  equal 
number  of  Britifh  troops,  in  the  fame  proportion  ofhorfe 
and  foot,  would  annually  amount  to  1,700,000/.  Now  is 
it  poffible  to  conceive,  the  Ruffian  emprefs  can  have  a- 
greed  to  fupport  tnofe  forces  in  England,  where  provifi- 
ons  aie  dear,  on  lefs  than  a  third  part  of  that  fum,  and 
where  the  pay  of  each  national  foldier  is  but  juft  fuffici- 
ent  for  his  fubfiftence  ?  Would  not  this  be  a  kind  of 
compaft  to  ftarve  her  own  fubje&s?  much  lefs  would  fhe 
oblige  herfelf  to  the  tranfporting  them  for  the  fame  mo¬ 
ney,  which  expence  alone  would  confume  the  whole 
fubfidy. 

Indeed,  by  the  nth,  a  truly  ChriOian  article,  iris 
agreed,  that  the  Ruffians  fhall  have  full  liberty  to  plun¬ 
der  wherever  they  come  *,  this  auxiliary  confideration, 
as  they  would  not  fail  to  put  it  in  execution,  might  pro¬ 
bably  prove  an  ample  recom pence  for  the  fmalinefs  of 
their  pay,  after  their  arrival  in  England . 

However,  as  I  think  it  my  duty  to  do  juflice  to  all 
mankind,  weak  as  our  m - 1  leaders  may  be;  it  ap¬ 

pears,  I  own,  too  rank  a  contradiction,  want  of  capaci¬ 
ty,  and  inattention  to  their  own  intercft,  to  have  made 
a  pofitive  compact,  that  foreign  troops  fhall  interfere  in 
the  occupation  and  advantages  peculiar  to  themlelves,  of 
plundering  the  people  of  E — • — d. 

Wherefore,  from  this  article  alone  it  ought  to  be  con* 
eluded,  that  this  treaty  was  made  folely  for  the  intereft 

of  H - r;  and  you  the  innocent  fubjeCts  of  E _ .dt 

were  thereby  doomed  to  a  more  fevere  fate  than  the 
Almighty  impofed  on  your  firft  parents,  who  rebelled 
againft  his  willjycmuft  now  not  only  get  your  own  daily 
bread  by  the  fvveat  of  your  brows,  but  even  labour  for 
the  bread  of  others,  who  have  no  natural  claim  on  you, 
and  with  whom  ye  have  no  connection.  Thus  the  trade 
and  toil  of  Enghjhmen  muflbe  annually  employed  in  gain¬ 
ing 
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sng  half  a  million  of  money  for  the  foie  eafe  and  fafety  of 
the  fubje&s  of  H—r.  ' 

Notwithflandmg  thefe  proofs  to  the  contrary,  if  any  one 
chufes  to  believe  this  treaty  included  any  immediate  re¬ 
ference  to  tiie  aimring  this  kingdom  of  G _ t  p  ^ 

he  has  my  f  ull  confent,  even  then  it  will  foon  appear  I 
imagine  a  fmall  juflincation  of  m _  1.  proceedings. 

Amongft  the  many  precautions  which  all  wife  nm _ 5 

have  obferved  in  concluding  treaties,  there  have  been 
two  from  which  they  have  never  fwerved  ;  the  firft  is, 
that  in  all  fubfequent  treaties  they  have  obferved  the 
flsifteft  care,  that  no  alliance  with  a  weaker  potentate, 
ftiall  defeat  the  advantages  of  former  treaties  made  with 

a  ft  ranger  j  without  attending  to  this  observation,  m — _ s 

lefTen  their  powers  by  every  new  acquifition  of  allies,  a 
lubtilty  not  much  unlike  the  denying  the  ufe  of  arms  to 
the  {’objects  of  a  kingdom,  for  their  own  defence  during 
war,  and  null  mg  to  hireling  foreigners. 

.  The  fecondis,  that-  the  honour  and  intrreft  of  the  na- 
tion,  wdiich  they  fuperintend,  are  to  be  the  great  objefts 

or  ail  m- - in  their  treaties  with  foreign  nations. 

Without  due  regard  to  this  obfervation,  (fates,  like  dupes 

at  play,  become  the  beggared  objeft  of  ridicule  to  all 
crowned  heads. 

.  Let  lls  now  enquire,  whether  thefe  two  eflential  max¬ 
ims  have  been  judicioufly  pnrfued  by  the  m _ _s  of 

En~~~d>  in  their  treaties  with  Raffia,  Hege-Cajjel,  and 
rrujfia . 

In  order  the  more  clearly  to  effeft  this,  we  mud  place 
things  in  the  fame  ficuation  they  were  before  either  of 
thefe  treaties  was  concluded. 

Before  the  conclufion  of  the  treaty  with  the  emprefs 

o  Rufjia,  the  m - —  s  of  E - d  were  under  no  fmall 

apprehenfions  of  xhePrnJfian’s  laying  hold  of  the  growing 

differences  between  G - 1  B - n  and  France,  and 

poffefllng  himfelf  of  fome  of  the  eleftoral  dominions.  This 

undertaking,  though  of  no  difadvantage  to  G _ t 

— n:  might  prove,  notwithflanding,  a  mo  ft  embar- 
ratling  circumflance,  if  a  war  fhould  break  out  on  the' 
continent,  to  the  m—  s  of  this  nation,  whole  conftant 
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purfuit  it  has  been  to  prefer  the  H - n  to  B - -Jh 

interefts. 

'To  difengage  themfelves  from  this  perplexity,  it  was 
thought  neceflary  to  conclude  the  treaty  as  above  fpeci- 
ficd  with  Ruffia  ;  and  indeed  it  muft  be  acknowledged, 
that  the  profpedtof  things,  by  this  new  alliance  with  Ruf¬ 
fia,  was  greatly  improved  in  refpeft  to  H- — r .  The 
P ruffian ,  who  before  this  fubfidiary  treaty  with  the  Muf 
covite,  had  entertained  (anguine  hopes  of  enlarging  his  do¬ 
minions,  was  now  reduced  to  fear  left  his  own  territo¬ 
ries  might  be  diminifhed  by  this  new  alliance. 

This  treaty  then  with  Ruff  a,  fetting  the  intereft  of  this 
illand  out  of  the  queftion,  which  it  has  conftantly  been  for 
this  forty  years,  whenever  it  came  in  competition  with 
that  of  Germany,  was  truly  beneficial  to  the  electorate  of 
H - r  ;  it  included  the  two  advantages  above  menti¬ 

oned,  of  increafing  power  by  alliance  for  the  people  it 

was  intended,  and  honour  to  the  m - s,  if  men  can 

merit  fuch  reward,  who  negleCt  the  welfare  of  their  own 
country  to  ferve  that  of  foreigners. 

The  55,000  Ruffian  troops  were  undoubtedly  an  aug¬ 
mentation  of  the  powers  of  H - r  and  its  allies,  as  it 

fubje&ed  the  Pruffan  king,  their  fufpefted  foe,  and  whofe 
interefts  are  as  incompatible  with  the  Aufirian ,  as  thofe 
of  heaven  and  hell,  to  no  fmall  terrors  on  account  of  Si- 
lefia ,  if  the  emprefs  queen  (hould  fix  her  heart  on  repof- 
fe fling  thai  gem,  which  had  been  plucked  from  her  im- 
periaf  diadem,  and  which  fhe  ftill  beholds  with  longing 
eyes.  At  the  fame  time  then  that  the  Pruffan,  by  his 
dread  of  rh c  Ruffian  arms,  was  rendered  incapable  of  an¬ 
noying  the  ele - 1  dominions;  the  friendfhip  between 

H - -r  and  the  emprefs  queen,  who  confidered  this 

treaty  as  made  in  her  favour,  was  greatly  ftrengthened  ; 
particularly  as  the  latter  entertained  hopes  of  their  being 
i  employed  in  her  fervice  in  the  recovery  of  Silefia,  if  the 
Pruffan  (hould  intermeddle  in  the  quarrel  between  the 

king  of  G - 1  B - n  and  France ;  or  in  Flanders ,  if  the 

French  (hould  attack  that  part  of  her  dominions.  Thus 
the  Pruffan  king,  by  means  of  this  treaty  between  G— / 
B—n  and  Rujfia,  was  placed  in  that  very  anxious  dilem¬ 
ma  from  which  H-~ — r  had  been  juft  extricated. 
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This  was  the  very  fituation  in  which  it  was  the  buffi 

nefs  of  the  E — : fh  m - s  to  place  and  fecure  him,  and 

to  extricate  himfelf  as  expeditioully  as  pofiible,  was  the 
great  objedt  of  the  P ruffian  :  let  us  now  enquire  which  of 
thefe  has  ultimately  attained  the  ends  of  their  endeavours. 

No  man  faw  more  perfpicuoufly  than  the  Pnffian 
prince,  how  greatly  the  fcale  of  advantages  was  turned 

in  favour  of  H - r  and  Auftria,  by  the  treaty  between 

G— W  B - n  and  Riffia he  therefore  fet  about  deviling 

fome  means,  by  which  to  relieve  himfelf  from  this  dis¬ 
quieting  dilemma;  in  confequence  of  which  defign,  from 

his  own  pure  inclination,  without  overture  from  E - d, 

it  feems,  he  propofes  a  treaty  between  this  kingdom  and 
Pruffia,  which  was  fpeedily  concluded. 

At  this  time  it  was,  that  the  mercenary  tongue-pads 

were  let  loofe  in  favour  of  the  wifdom  of  our  m - s  in 

the  Ruffian  treaty  ;  the  falutary  and  humiliating  confe- 
quences  which  it  had  produced  on  Pruffia ,  and  the  be¬ 
neficial  alliance  which  had  been  fo  long  wiflhed,  and  at 
length  completed  between  the  two  crowns.  Let  us  now 
examine,  whether  this  laft  treaty  with  Pruffia  has  been 
productive  of  all  thofe  bleffings, ,  which  it  was  boafted  to 
have  brought  upon  its  wings  ^  or  whether  like  the  drone 
it  has  not  brought  the  fling  only  without  the  honey.  ■ 

The  two  rnoft  material  articles  in  this  treaty  are,  firft, 
that  G — t  B - n  with  her  allies,  and  Pruffia ,  fhall  mu¬ 

tually  affift  each  other  in  endeavouring  to  keep  all  foreign 
troops  from  entering  the  empire. 

The  fecond,  that  Great  Britain  fhall  pay  20,000/.  as 
an  indemnification  for  the  captures  of  that  merchandize 
which  was  taken  on  board  Pruffian  bottoms,  condemn¬ 
ed  and  fold  during  the  laft  war;  and  in  return,  that 
Pruffia  fhall  pay  the  Silefia- loan. 

And  here  it  feems  evident  at  firft  view,  that  the  whole 
benefit  which  might  have  accrued  to  the  Aujirians ,  and 

even  to  the  H - ^*ns,  by  this  alliance  with  Ruffiia ,  was 

defeated  by  this  fecond  treaty  with  Pruffia.  Becaufe,  as  by 
the  Ruffian  treaty  the  B — -Jh m — — r  had  agreed  to  employ 
the  Mufcovites  in  the  empire  of  Germany ,  to  the  aid  and  fil¬ 
tered  of  H - r  and  her  allies ;  in  this  with  Pruffia,  he 
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had  moft  fagacioufly  engaged  to  keep  them  from  their 
a  i!  ance  ^  And  thus  thofe  men,  who  valued  themselves 
o  highly  for  concluding  the  treaty  with  Ruffia,  to  briny 
•her  forces  into  Germany ,  were  now  artfully  engaged  bv 
the  king  of  Pruffia  to  oppofe  the  entrance  of  tlie  very 
troops  which  they  had  hired  in  their  favour. 

i  •  /in^e  31  tlc^e’  did  not  the  king  of  Pruffia  find 

himfelf  quite  extricated  from  all  the  difficulties  in  which 
Inc  Ruffian  ireaty  had  involved  him? 

It  the  empress  fhonl  I  attack  Si iefa,  he  had  now  no 
cihci  a n a i r  upon  his  hands  bur  that  of  oppohng  her  arms  * 

becaufe  the  m- - sofG_,  B—n had  by  treaty  agreed 

to  keep  Out  tne  Ruffians,  and  free  him  from  apprehem 
fions  on  that  fide;  ftom  this  change  ofcircuinflances  the 

emprefs  queen  grew  difgufted  with  the  B—fh  m—V 

fhe  faw  herfelf  and  her  interefls  deferred,  her  friend- 
flop  and  alliance  rejected  and  renounced  in  favour  of 
a  weakei  potentate  :  and  from  that  time,  being  con¬ 
vinced  of  the  weaknefs  of  the  B — fh  m _  r,  en¬ 

tertained  the  idea  of  feeking  the  alliance  of  a  ffronger 
and  wifer  power:  thus  Pruffia  has  totally  defeated  the 
lole  advantage,  which  the  Ruffian  treaty  had  given  the 
f  ates  oi  L  d  and  H  — - — r  over  him,  and  this  king- 
(iom  and  the  electoral  dominions  loll:  the  ufe  of  the  Auf- 
truin  pow  ei  s,  by  preferring  a  weaker  alliance  to  a  ffronger, 

1  .ct  us  now  fuppofe  tliat  France,  notwithlfanding  this 

treaty  between  G — t  B - n  and  Pruffia,  fliould  refolve 

to  attack  t;ie  //  n  dominions,  what  advantage  can 

redound  to  tliat  deflorate  from  this  convention  between 
(;  t  B  n  and  Ptuffia,  to  oppofe  the  entrance  of  all 

foreign  troops  into  the  empire?  Will  them - s  Gf  this 

ific  and  thofe  of  1 1 - r  rely  on  this  treaty  with  Pruf¬ 

fia,  and  confide  in  the  forces  of  that  prince  to  prevent 

the  French  from  invading  the  H - «  dominions  ?  or 

if  they  fliould  entertain  this  confidence,  and  aft  in  con- 
fequence  of  it,  will  the  P ruffian  march  his  army  in  their 
defence,  and  give  Inch  an  opportunity  to  the  emprefs- 
queen  of  recovering  Silefia,  whilff  he  is  deferring  his  own 
dominions,  to  fight  the  battles  of  H  — — -  r. 
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I  imagine  no  man  believes,  either  that  the  m— 
would  confide  in  Prujfia  on  fuch  an  occafion,  or  that 
king  defert  his  own  interefts  to  follow  thofe  of  others. 

If  the  French  then,  notwithftanding  this  convention 
with  Pruffa,  fiiouid  march  towards  the  territories  of 
H - r ,  it  feems  evident  that  the  Ruffians^  accord¬ 

ing  to  treaty,  muft  (till  be  invited  to  the  afliftance  of  the 
electoral  dominions;  in  fuch  a  cafe,  of  what  contradi&o- 

ry  and  clafhing  crcumftances  will  the  two  treaties  appear 
to  be  compofed  ? 

The  treaty  with  Prujpa  obliges  them— —s  to  exclude 
the  Ruffians,  and  all  foreigners,  from  the  German  em* 

pu  e  ;  that  with  Ruffia;  to  call  them  to  the  aid  of  the  elec¬ 
torate  into  Germany, 

I  hus  the  Ruff,. an  troops,  which,  by  the  agreement 
with  that  emprels,  are  to  come  as  friends  to  the  afliftance 

H  ~  r,  are,  by  the  treaty  with  PruJJia ,  to  be  op-v 

poled  by  thofe  very  H — — ~  ns ,  as  enemies. 

In  ^  confequence  of  this  alliance  with  Pruffta,  if  the 

forces  fliould  inarch  to  invade  the  electoral  ftate, 

mu  the  Ruffians  to  defend  it,  at  the  requifition  of  our 

il~  tne  H- — - ns  are  obliged  by  compaft  to  be- 

:omt  f°  many  drawcanfirs,  and  kill  both  friends  and 
oes.  - 

L>r  alliance  with  Prujfia  they  are  engaged  to  keep 
>ut  the  Ruffians  \  the  moment  then  the  Mufcovites  begin 
o  march,  according  to  treaty,  and  the  requeft  of  our 
n  -~r,  to  the  afliftance  of  H — r9  the  treaty  with  Pruf- 

'a  obliges  the  H - ns  to  divide  their  troops  with 

hofe  of  that  monarch,  and  march  one  half  to  refift  the 
:orning  of  their  allies  the  Ruffians ,  and  one  half  to  refift 
heir  foes  the  French :  what  an  illuftrious  inftance  of  re- 
mea  and  profound  politics  is  here  produced! 

By  this  judicious  proceeding,  our  m - rs  have  fair- 

y  diverted  the  H — —ns  of  the  Ruffian  Afliftance;  for> 
r  they  rely  on  the  alliance  with  Prujfia ,  the  Ruffians 
:annot  act  in  their  favour;  and  if  they  claim  the  aid  of 

he  Ruffians,  one  half  of  the  H — - -n  fold lers  are,  by 

:ompa&  with  Ptuffia ,  obliged  to  join  and  oppofe  the  ve- 
y  troops  they  call  to  their  afliftance* 
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Ill  this  manner,  in  obedience  to  treaty,  the  electorate 
will  be  deprived  of  one  half  of  her  troops  wherewith  to 
engage  the  French ,  becaufe  they  mult  be  employed  to 
oppofe  her  friends  the  Ruffians. 

This  muft  be  the  neccftary  confequence  of  the  treaties 
with  Rujjia  and  Pruffia,  if  both  are  put  into  execution; 

for,  unlefs  the  H - ns  oppofe  the  Ruffians  equally  as 

th c  French,  from  entering  the  empire,  the  Prufjian  is  en¬ 
tirely  difengaged  from  all  obligation  between  him  and 

the  B — -fh  m — - — rs,  and  the  H - -ns  are  the  firft  in- 

traders  of  the  treaty.  Wherefore,  as  it  is  impoffible, 
from  the  nature  of  things,  that  the  H - ns  can  op¬ 

pofe  the  Ruffians ,  which  they  have  called  to  their  afiift- 
ance,  it  follows,  that  the  Pruffan  cannot  ad  at  all,  be¬ 
caufe  he  would  injure  the  H - ns  more,  in  oppofing 

the  Ruffian j,  by  calling  off  one  half  of  the  eleftoral 
troops,  than  aftift  them  in  oppofing  the  French . 

Thus  the  refult  of  thisboafted  vvifdom  of  the  m — • — r, 

in  the  union  between  G — t  B - -n  and  Pruffia ,  is  at 

laft  no  more  than  a  dexterous  deliverance  of  the  latter 
from  that  peril  he  was  fallen  into  by  the  Ruffian  treaty. 
He  is  at  cafe  from  all  the  fears  which  that  alliance  had 
imparted  on  the  account  of  Silejta ;  difengaged  from  all 
obligation  in  his  agreement  Vvith  E  * — d,  by  the  ab- 

furdity  of  our  m- - s,  and  the  almoft  impoflibility  of 

its  being  put  in  execution  ;  and  may  not  improbably,  by 
virtue  of  this  alliance,  be  fupported  againft  the  houfe  of 
Auftria ,  by  the  very  Ruffians  which  our  m— — s  original¬ 
ly  had  hired  to  oppofe  him. 

Have  they  not  then  thus  cunningly  deprived  them- 
fclvcs  ol  all  the  advantages  which  the  treaty  with  Ruffia 
had  given  them  ?  Have  they  not,  by  renouncing  the  Au- 
Jirian  intereft,  difpleafed  the  emprefs  queen;  and,  by 
this  alliance  with  a  weaker  power,  rendered  themfelves 
lefs  able  to  refill  the  French  arms  in  Germany ?  Have  they 
not  united  the  houfes  of  Bourbon  and  Aufiria ,  niter  hav¬ 
ing  (pent  500  millions  to  keep  them  afunder  ?  and  to 
fupport  the  latter  in  oppofition  to  the  former.  Is  it  pofti- 
ble  then,  that  thole  m - s,  who  have  been  fo  ealily 

circumvented  by  the  Pruffian  king,  could  ever  have  per¬ 
ceived 
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ceived  the  force  and  efficacy  of  that  treaty  with  Ruffia $ 
Ought  not  then  the  Mufcovite  alliance  to  be  deemed  the 
pure  effeft  of  chance  or  malice  (which  the  article  on 
plundering  feems  to  infinuate),  as  that  with  Pruffia , 
the  legitimate  child  of  ignorance  and  miftake  ? 

After  having,  in  the  above  manner,  fhown  the  ef¬ 
fects  of  the  firft  article  in  the  Pruffian  treaty,  which* 
indeed,  concerns  the  H — n  welfare  immediately  on¬ 
ly,  let  us  confider  the  confequences  of  the  fecond  article 
with  refpeft  to  G — t  B—n ,  in  which  the  B — -Jk 

m* - rs  agree  to  give  20,000  /.  to  the  king  of  Pruffia, 

in  lieu  of  merchandize  taken  on  board  Pruffian  bottoms, 
condemned  and  fold  during  la  ft  war  ;  and  that  prince  to 
pay  the  fubjefts  of  this  illand  the  remainder  of  the  Si/e- 
fia  loan. 

Abfurd  as  the  firft  article  has  been  proved  to  be,  this 
fecond  is  not  one  ftep  behind  it  in  miftake  and  ridicule, 
and  even  before  it  in  pernicious  confequences;  for  as 
that  firft  article,  by  having  united  Aujlria  and  France , 
may  now  coft  this  illand  two  millions  of  mopey,  in  fup- 
porting  the  Ruffians  for  the  intereft  of  Pruffia ,  if  Silejia 
lhould  be  attacked;  lb  the  fecond  article  of  the  agree¬ 
ment  bids  fair  to  deftroy  all  the  commerce  of  G — t 
B — — at  leaft  all  the  advantage  fhe  can  draw  from  a 
fuperior  fleet  in  time  of  war. 

The  merchandize  repaid  for  by  this  treaty,  was  what 
had  been  legally  taken,  condemned,  and  fold.  The 
equity  of  this  proceeding  had  been  defended,  and  our 

right  juftified,  in  a  letter  from  the  m - r  to  the  Pruffian 

court;  and  much  more  fo  in  a  memorial  drawn  by  a 
lawyer  and  civilian,  whofe  eminence  and  learning  do 
honour  to  this  nation.  Nay,  it  was  even  aflerted  by 
thefe  men,  that  the  welfare  and  exiftence.of  this  ftatc, 
as  a  maritime  power,  eflentially  depended  on  our  per- 
fevering  in  our  right  to  thefe  captures ;  and  this,  I  be¬ 
lieve,  is  the  opinion  of  all  men  of  underftanding  in  the 
nation. 

Notwithftanding  which,  in  contradiftion  to  all  good 
fenfe  and  found  policy,  reftitution  for  thefe  captures  has 
been  made  to  Pruffia , 


By  this,  conceflion,  we  either  acknowledge  that 
have  no  right  to  feize  military  ftores,'  defigned  for  our 
enemies,  on  board  neutral  bottoms  ;  that  the  decrees  of 
that  nation,  on  board  whole  fhips  they  are  taken  ar^ 
Valid,  though  contradictory  to  thole  made  in  the  courts 

£;,lG7'-fTriar  th7  °Ur  m— 3  are  become 
luch  timid  and  abjeCt  wretches,  that  whatever  crowned 

head,  however  contemptible  on  the  Teas,  fhall  dare  to 

difpiue  rhe  legality  of  leizing  and  confifeanng  fuch  ftores, 

lhall  be  repaid  whatever  his  fubjefts  maylofe. 

I  am  fenlible  the  m — s  alTcrt,  that  this*  20,000  l 
was  not  given  to  the  king  of  Pruffia  as  an  indemnificati¬ 
on  for  the  captures  made  lad  war,  but  becaule  they  had 
a  mind  to  prefent  him  lo  much  of  that  money,  which 
you  labour  to  procure  for  them  to  fquander. 

.  Is  not  this  anfwer  to  the  full  as  chiklilh  as  the  article 
is  pernicious  ;  like  two  boys  at  fchool,  where  one  gives 
the  other  money  not  to  be  beaten,  and  yet  infills  it°was 
not  through  fear  but  pure  love.  Does  this  excufe  him 
from  the  imputation  of  cowardice,  or  change  the  motive 
in  the  opinion  of  his  fchool-fellows?  AVijfnot  he  be  in- 

fulted  by  all  the  others  as  much  as  if  he  had  confelTed 
Che  true  reafon  ? 

This  illudrious  inffance  of  want  of  fenfe  and  want  of 
rcfoiution  mud  have  an  advantageous  tendency  at  the 
eve  of  a  war.  Will  not  the  Prujfmn  dill  infid  upon  the 
fight  of  carrying  dores  in  his  Jhips  to  your  enemies  i 
Will  not  the  Du/ ib,  A ujjinns ,  lJartes,  and  bwcdcs,  with 
all  the  other  maritime  dates  of  Europe ,  demand,  put  in 
ufe,  and  lupport  the  like  privilege  for  thcmfelves,  which 
you  have  already  granted  to  the  Prujfan?  and,  if  you 
opppfe  this  liberty,  will  not  your  captures  of  their 
fhips,  however  legal,  draw  the  refentment  and  arms  of 
all  Europe  upon  you  ? 

What  then  is  the  advantage  of  the  payment  of  the  Si-' 
lefia  loan,  when  compared  to  the  dreadful  confequences 
of  this  conccffion  ?  How  will  you  now  didrefs  effectually 
the  commerce  of  your  enemies,  ifyourm — s  permit  neu¬ 
tral  fhips  to  trardport  and  traffic,  not  only  in  the  com¬ 
mon  produce  and  merchandize  of  France ,  and  her  colo¬ 
nies. 
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Hies,  but  even  in  military  (lores,  to  the  deftru&lon  of 
all  your  trade  and  fecurity  ?  will  you  longer  vaunt  your 
empire  of  the  ocean  ? 

Thus  then,  as  by  the  former  article,  the  m - rs  of 

this  k - m  had  effe&ually  deftroyed  the  good  ef¬ 
fects  of  the  Rufsian  treaty  with  refpedt  to  H - ~r,  in 

this  they  have  given  a  fatal  wound  to  the  intereft  and 
honour  of  G - /  B- — — n.  Deftined,  as  ye  are,  to  la¬ 

bour  for  German  welfare,  how  will  ye  fupport  the  ex¬ 
pence  of  thofe  millions  which  it  muft  coft,  when  the 
fource  ol  all  your  riches,  your  trade,  is  deftroyed  ? 

Now  let  me  ask  thofe  hireling  trumpeters  of  the  m - 1 

wifdom  in  concluding  the  Prufsian  treaty,  what  are  the 
boafted  advantages  which  are  derived  from  it  to  this 

kingdom  ?  Is  the  conclufion  ftronger  in  favours  of  m - 1 

wifdom  or  m - -1  weaknefs?  and  what  has  this  na¬ 

tion  to  expeft  under  the  direction  of  fuch  penetrating 
and  all-feeing  m  —  -s  who  have,  by  two  articles  in 
one  treaty,  driven  Auflria  from  their  intereft,  united  her 
with  France ,  adopted  the  weak  alliance  of  Prufsia ,  laid 

H - r  open  to  French  invafion,  deftroyed  the  com- 

merce  of  G  t  B - n,  and  rendered  our  arms 

and  councils  contemptible  in  the  opinion  of  all  Europe  ? 

Having  thus,  in  fome  degree,  explained  the  pernici¬ 
ous  effefts  of  the  Prufsian  treaty,  let  us  examine  what 
advantages  are  likely  to  be  derived  to  this  kingdom  from 
that  with  Heffe-Caffel ,  and  what  are  the  merits  of  the  m — r 
in  making  it,  and  behaving  in  confequence  of  its  con¬ 
clufion. 

The  great  objeft  of  this  treaty  is,  that  either  8  or  1200a 

troops,  as  G - 1  B — — n  fhall  require,  of  which 

the  fixth  part  is  to  be  horfe,  are  to  be  furnifhed  by  the 
Landgrave  of  Hejje  for  this  kingdom  or  her  allies,  and  to 
be  paid  for  by  E - d  only. 

Now,  as  increafing  the  ftrength  and  fuftaining  the 
honour  of  a  nation  fhould  always  make  the  great  objefls 

of  a  m - r  in  his  treaties  with  foreign  nations  j  fo 

frugality,  in  fupporting  and  complying  with  them  in  the 
management  of  the  public  money,  fhould  ever  be  infe¬ 
rrable  from  every  article. 
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Let  us  fee  whether  this  laft  duty  of  public  parfimony 
has  been  more  clofely  purfued  in  the  alliance  with  Hejje, 
than  thole  of  power  and  honour  were  obferved  by  that 
with  Prijsia. 

By  the  fifth  article  it  is  agreed,  that  every  trooper 
fhall  fir  ft  be  purchafed  at  about  20  /.  Sterling,  and  every 
foot  foldier  at  about  7/.  which,  in  all,  makes  about 
1 1 2,000 /.  levy  money  ;  befides  this,  the  Landgrave  is  to 
have  about  379000  /.  annually  before  the  troops  march  \ 
and,  as  loon  as  they  march,  he  is  o  receive  74,000  /.an¬ 
nually,  till  they  enter  into  pay  according  to  that  of 

H -  — r  or  E - d\  at  which  time  the  fubfidy 

returns  to  about  37,000  l  annually;  which  again,  when 
the  troops  are  fent  back,  is  to  return  to  74,000  /.  a  year, 
during  the  whole  duration  of  the  treaty,  which  is  four 
years. 

In  the  mean  time,  whatever  men  or  horfes  die  by  difi 
eafe,  or  are  killed  in  battle,  the  beaft  is  to  be  paid  for  at 
double  the  price  of  the  human  being  ;  a  blefled  confl- 
deration  for  the  fubje<fts  of  German  princes! 

In  like  manner,  whatever  arms  or  artillery  fhall  be 
found  deficient,  or  taken  by  the  enemy,  a  full  recom- 

pence  is  to  be  made  by  G - /  B - n  to  the  Landvrave 

of  Hefle. 

By  the  tenth  article,  thefe  troops  fhall  be  inftantly 
fent  back  whenever  the  dominions  of  the  Landgrave  fhall 
be  attacked. 

Let  us  now,  in  obedience  to  the  inclinations  of  the 

m - —  r,  allow,  that  the  Rufsians,  as  well  as  the  HeJsF 

ans,  were  by  treaty  obliged  to  come  to  the  afliftance  of 

G — — ;  B - n.  It  being  at  length  determined,  that 

France  would  certainly  invade  this  iftand;  that  the  B — fly 
forces  were  unequal  to  the  repelling  a  hoftile  invafion ; 

that  the  fubjefts  of  E - d  fhould  not  be  armed  in 

the  defence  of  themfelves,  their  king  and  country  ;  and 
that  foreign  mercenaries  were  neceftary  for  our  protec¬ 
tion  and  fafety ;  let  us  then  explain  with  what  admirable 
fore-thought,  prudence,  and  oeconomy,  the  m — - — s 
have  proceeded  with  refpect  to  the  fecurity  of  this  land 
in  the  requifition  of  troops,  according  to  the  two  treaties* 
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Fifty  five  tlioufand  troops  are,  by  compaft  with  Ruf 
fca,  to  be  fent  by  the  emprefs  of  that  jiation  to  affid  Eng¬ 
land)  thefe  forces  die  is  to  tranfport  and  fudain  for  the 
annual  (ubfidy  of  500,000 /.  without  any  farther  confide- 
ration  for  death  of  men  and  horfes,  or  lofs  of  milita  y 
(lores,  and  no  return  of  them  is  to  take  place  during  four 
years,  if  thei?^yj/^’sdominionsfliould  behodilely  invaded, 

Notwithftanding  thefe  conditions  of  this  treaty  are  fo 
favourable  in  price  and  frugality,  no  requifition  of  Rufsi¬ 
ans  has  been  made  in  behalf  of  G  t  B  ny  but: 
eight  tlioufand  Hefsians  are  brought  into  England ,  the 

expence  ofwhich  will  amount  this  year,  as  the  m - s 

confefs,  including  levy  money,  (ubfidy  to  the  Landgrave, 
death  of  men  and  horfes,  tranfporting  hither  and  back 
again,  and  pay,  to  a  million  Sterling . 

Thus  this  military  aid  in  Hefsians,  coding  double  the 
money  that  feven  times  that  affidance  would  have  done 
in  Rufsians ,  is  fourteen  times  as  expenfive :  a  plain  proof 
how  different  the  bargains  are  which  are  made  between 
this  nation  and  the  Germans ,  and  this  nation  and  Rufsians ; 
and  how  much  oeconomy  in  the  public  money,  and  the 
defence  of  this  ifland,  enter  into  the  tranfaftions  of  the 
m — _r  with  German  princes. 

One  article  of  frugality  in  the  public  money  mud: 

not  be  omitted.  Amongd  the  troops  landed  in  £- - d, 

there  are  about  900  horfes,  which,  one  with  another, 
are  not  worth  more  than  4  /.  a  piece ;  notwithdanding 
which,  each  of  thefe  horfes  has  already  cod  about  12  /. 
levy  monev,  and  9 /.  in  being  tranfported  hither ;  after 
this,  12  /.  more  is  to  be  paid  for  each  horfc  which  dies 
in  the  ifland  ;  thus  every  dead  Hefsian  horfe  will  colt 
this  nation  33  /.  eight  times  the  real  value,  and  becomes 
to  the  Landgrave  worth  three  times  more  dead  than 
alive.  Is  it  not  then  the  intered  of  the  Landgrave ,  and 
the  duty  of  the  commanding  officer,  to  take  fpecial  care 
that  none  of  thefe  cattle  ever  revifit  their  native  land  ; 
however,  if  any  of  them  flionld  furvive,  9/.  more  are 
to  be  paid  for  the  re-tranfportation  of  each;  thus  the 
hire  of  every  Hejsian  horfe,  worth  4/.  will  then  be  only 
30/.  expence  to  you ;  not  quite  eight  times  his  value. 

From 
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brom  this  article  may  it  not  be  juftly  inferred,  that 

°.llr  IT1  s  fre  as  unskilled  in  beads  as  men,  and  that 

nns  ungdom  is  the  belt  market  for  ( Sermon  carrion  in  all 
Europe  r 

Another  advantage  attending  the  Rufsian  treaty,  not 
to  be  lound  in  the  Hejsian,  beiides  number  and  cheap- 
ncls,  is,  that  the  Rufsians  are  by  agreement  obliged  to 
remain  here  to  your  affirtance,  though  the  emprefs,  their 
miltreis,  Ihould  be  attacked. 


Now,  fuppofe  the  emprels  queen  of  Hungary,  fupported 
by  this  alliance  with  France,  Ihould  invade  Silefw,  no  im¬ 
probable  event,  if  the  articles  (aid  to  be  in  the  treaty  be¬ 
tween  thofe  two  powers  are  true  ;  and  at  the  fame  time 

th e French  Ihould  attack  the  dominions  of  H - r  or  Heffe, 

will  not  this  ifland  be  then  inftantly  diverted  of  all  foreign 
aflirtance  from  Hejsians,  as  thele  troops  muft  inftantly  re¬ 
turn  to  the  defence  of  their  prince  :  thus,  as  well  in  ufe  as 
oeconomy,  the  m — 1  choice  of  Hefsians ,  who  cannot  tarry 
r.o  your  aid,  in  preierence  to  Rufsians,  who  are  engaged 

to  rtay,  is  rood  egrcgioufly  conlpicuous  and  difadvan- 
tageous  to  this  kingdom. 

This  miffake,  or  lomething  more  criminal,  in  prefer¬ 
ring.  the  aid  of  8oco  Hefsians  to  5y,ooo  Rufsians ;  and 
waiting  a  million  of  money  for  the  feventh  part  of  the 
affiftance,  which  may  be  rendered  ufelefs  alfo,  one  would 
have  imagined  might  have  been  fufficient  to  give  the 
m'  s  intimation  of  their  error  in  the  application  of 
the  treaties.  Nothing  appears  to  be  lefs  true  ;  it  being 
conceived,  that  the  kingdom  was  not  yet  fufficiently  pro¬ 
tected  from  French  invasion,  it  was  agreed  to  requeft  the 

e - ~r  or  & - your  dear  ally,  that  he  would  be 

gracioufly  difpofed  to  favc  this  nation,  by  aflifting  the 
king  of  G - 1  B - n  with  8000  of  his  troops. 

Here  again  the  Ruffian  treaty  was  totally  negledted. 
It  was  judged  more  eligible  to  apply  for  H- — —ns,  at 
a  frefh  expence,  than  to  make  a  requifition  of  the  Ruffi¬ 
an  troops.  In  confequence  of  this  opinion,  the  p—  -  t 
requeued,  and  the  kingdom  was  favoured  with,  8000 
if — n  forces,  which  arc  fince  arrived.  Does  not  this  pro¬ 
ceeding  afford  a  frefh  mftance  of  m — ■ — 1  profufion  ;  for 

though 
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though  the  fum  granted  on  this  account  is  vaftly  fhort 

of  what  the  m - s  confefs  will  be  the  expence  of  the 

Heffians,  without  the  gift  of  prophecy  one  may  venture 
to  predict,  that,  at  the  conclufion,  when  the  application 
of  the  million,  granted  by  the  vote  of  credit,  comes  to 
be  fpecified,  this  expence  will  be  equal  to  that  of  the  Hef- 
fians)  becaufel  am  convinced,  the  great  wifdom  and  know¬ 
ledge  of  the  e — 7 . r  of  H - r,  in  concluding  all  fub- 

fidiary  treaties,  is  in  no  fenfe  inferior  to  that  of  the 
Landgrave  of  Hejfe  Caffe!.  According  to  this  way  ofrea- 

foning,  8ooo  Heffians  and  8ooo  //*“- - ns  may  coft 

two  millions  of  money  ;  four  times  the  fum  of  almoft  four 
times  the  number  of  Ruffians.  Add  to  this,  the  probabi¬ 
lity  of  the  H - ns  being  lefs  liable  to  tarry  to  your  af- 

fiftance  than  the  Heffians ,  as  H - r  will  more  likely  be 

attacked  than  Hejfe ,  it  may  not  improbably  happen,  that 
thefe  two  millions  will  be  ufelefsly  wafted  in  fubfidies  and 
other  expences  on  foreign  troops,  which  cannot  be  of 

fervice  in  protecting  G — tR - n ,  whilft  thofe  that  might 

be  are  entirely  negleCted  and  unrequefted. 

It  was  expeCted  indeed,  by  every  fenfible  and  honeft 
Englijhman,  that  as  the  Ruffians  were  now  vifibly  hired 

for  the  defence  of  H - r  only,  that  the  H — - - ns 

were  to  come  hither  in  lieu  of  thofe  Ruffians  \  and  that, 

as  G - 1  B - n  now  paid  55,000  Mufccvite  forces  to 

defend  the  ele - e,  that  the  8000  H - ns  were 

to  be  at  the  fame  expence  by  way  of  exchange  to  pro¬ 

tect  E - —d,  \ 

This  fuggeftion,  however  reafonable  it  may  feem, 
proves  by  no  means  true  in  the  event  ;  for  not  only  the 

H - -  — ns  as  well  as  Ruffians  are  paid  byG — /  B - n, 

but  there  is  too  much  caufe  to  fufpebt,  that  yet  another 
bargain  is  concluded  for  8000  Holfleiners ,  fince  even  the 
m— — r  had  not  the  hardinefs  to  contradict  that  aftertion, 
v/hen  he  was  called  upon  to  be  paid  for  wdth  B — (h  mo¬ 
ney,  that  H - r  may  lofe  no  defence  by  the  abfence 

'of  thofe  troops  which  are  arrived  to  the  affiftance  of 
E  — — d.  What  a  ftupendous  inftance  is  this  again 
of  m — — ]  profufion  in  favour  of  German  ftates  and  ne¬ 
glect  of  E—fh  :  500,000  A  annual  fubfidy  to  Ruffia9 

added 
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added  to  a  million  for  H - ns,  tack’d  to  half  that  fum, 

fjppoie  for  Holftciners ,  make  two  millions  of  money  for  the 

feeble  fuccour  of  8000  H - ns,  to  be  paid  by  _ d, 

which  troops  after  all,  it  is  probable,  may  not  tarry  four 
months  lor  the  protection  of  this  illand. 

Thus  the  preferring  Hejjians  to  hujfians ,  at  fourteen 
times  the  expence,  is  here  again  doubled,  and  the  8000 
::s  are  chofen  at  the  proportion  of  twenty  eight 
times  the  colt  which  was  agreed  to  be  given  for  the  Ruf 
ftans .  v  . 

In  this  manner,  the  fervants  of  the  public,  the  guar- 

dians  of  your  liberties  and  properties,  the  m - rs,  have 

made  three  conventions  in  the  place  of  one,  neither  of 
which,  by  this  happy  contrivance,  will  probably  be  of 
the  leal!  importance  or  fecurity  to  this  ifland ;  unlefs 
rendering  you  poor  and  defpicable,  and  dooming  your 
hands  to  triple  labour,  for  raifing  money  to  pay  thefe 
foreign  mercenaries,  be  a  public  benefit  to  this  k — . — m. 

Miftaken,  abfurd,  and  profufe  as  this  requifition  of 

H -  — ns  and  Hejjians ,  in  preference  to  Ruffians,  may 

appear  to  be,  it  is  not  yet  by  ten  thoufand  degrees  equal¬ 
ly  pernicious  in  its  effects  with  that  refolution,  which  has 

been  taken  againd  permitting  you,  natives  of  E - df 

to  proteCt  yourfelves,  your  king,  and  country. 

By  this  act,  the  m - rs  have  fubjeCted  you,  either  to 

the  invafion  of  your  enemies,  or  the  arbitrary  will  of 
mercenary  troops,  invited  hither  under  the  notion  of  pro¬ 
tecting  you. 

The  militia  bill,  that  neceflary  law,  devifed  for  enrruft- 
ing  arms  to  your  hands,  had  for  its  objeCts  the  mod  lau¬ 
dable  motives  *,  defence  of  youri'elves,  your  i - n,  and 

your  country. 

The  fecurity  of  thefe  was  to  have  been  effectuated 
by  a  militia,  confiding  of  62,680  men,  levied,  cloathed, 
and  paid  by  the  trifling  fum  of  17^,197  /.and  which  the 
fucceeding  year  would  not  have  amounted  to  two  thirds 

ol  that  money;  eight  times  the  defence  of  the  H - n , 

forces,  and  yet  not  one  tenth  part  of  the  cxpence ;  in¬ 
cluding  alio  in  its  favour,  what  no  fums  of  money  can 

purchale. 
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purchafe,  the  love  of  their  king  and  country,  animated 
by  the  defence  of  their  wives,  children,  and  properties. 

This  meaiure,  fo  neceffary  in  itfelf,  which  would  have 
rendered  you  at  the  lame  time  free  from  the  fears  of  ho- 
ftile  invafion,  and  the  conqueft  of  mercenary  and  pre* 
tended  friends  :  this  meafure,  reputable  for  the  fubjeft, 

parfimonious  of  public  money,  honourable  to  the  m - 

glorious  to  thek - g,  falutary  to  the  conftitution,  and 

beneficial  to  the  country,  was  rejected  for  inattention, 
profufion,  difgrace,  difhonour,  infecurity,  and  ruin;  free¬ 
men  gave  way  to  llaves,  Britons  to  foreigners,  liberty  to 
thraldom  :  is  there  then  the  bofom  of  one  EngHjhman , 
which  ftill  remains  un  wounded  with  the  idea  of  this  ig¬ 
nominious  treatment  ?  accufed  as  ye  are  of  cowardice 
or  difloyalty  ;  cowardice,  if  your  loyalty  is  unlufpedted  ; 
diiloyalty,  if  ye  are  yet  elleemcd  a  brave  nation  ;  dilloy- 

alty  to  fuch  a  f- - n,  as  ’till  this  reign  has  never  filled  the 

throne  of  E - d.  For  what  other  realons  can  arms  be 

withheld  from  your  hands  ? 

Since  then  your  hands  are  denied  the  ufe  of  arms 
ftretch  them  empty  as  they  are  to  heaven  ;  though  impo¬ 
tent  with  men,  they  may  yet  be  prevalent  before  the 
Almighty.  Ye  are  not  yet  denied  the  privilege  of  pray¬ 
er,  implore  him  to  have  that  mercy  on  the  B - Jh  fub- 

je&s  which  the  m - rs  have  refufed;  that  fince  by  mif- 

conduct,  want  of  underftanding,  or  iniquity,  they  have 
driven  every  powerful  Hate  in  Europe  from  your  alliance 
and  by  profufion  and  denial  of  arms  rendered  you  inca¬ 
pable  of  fighting  for  your  prince,  that  heaven  of  its  all- 
gracious  favour  will  be  pleafed  to  preferve  and  proteft 
him  yet  to  reign  over  ye  a  free  and  happy  people ;  by 
this  means  alone  it  leems  poffible,  that  ye  can  be  extri¬ 
cated  from  the  numberlefs  perils  which  furround  you. 

Having  now,  in  fome  degree,  placed  the  conduct  of 
the  m- - -  rs  in  its  juft  light,  as  it  refpe&s  their  beha¬ 
viour  in  providing  for  America ,  II -  rand  G—tB _ n, 

by  land  armies  and  treaties,  let  me  turn  your  eyes  on 
theadminiftration  of  naval  affairs,  and  candidly  examine, 
whether  lymptoms  of  a  more  cxtenfive  capacity  and 
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greyer  prudence  have  appeared  in  conducing  this  narf 

of  the  m - 1  province  than  in  the  former.  * 

In  January  1755,  the  prefs  for  manning  the  B _ (b 

fleet  began  with  great  violence.  Scarce  any  age  or  qua¬ 
lity  preferred  the  brave  feamen  from  this  violation  of 
B  th  liberty  ;  every  dock-yard  refounded  with  in¬ 
numerable  ftrokes  of  axes,  caulking  hammers,  (breaking 
ta  ckles  and  cries  of  workmen.  Pitch,  tarr,  and  uproar, 
fi  lied  the  towns  of  Chatham ,  Portfmouth  and  Plymouth  ; 

difpatch  panegyric,  and  my  lord - ,  were  united  in 

the  mouths  of  all  men!  no  time  could  furnilh  an  inftance 

ot  inch  capacity  in  the  head  of  the  ad - as  the  pre- 

fent  and  even  the  diligence  of  Mr  - at  Plymouth 

uock,  who  had  moft  amazingly,  by  means  of  thirty  coop¬ 
ers  made  ioo  tons  of  cask  in  twenty  four  hours,  to  fup- 
ply  admiral  Bofcawet? s  fleet,  was  attributed  to  the  erreat 
iagacity  and  forefight  of  this  great  m - r  in  naval  af¬ 

fairs. 


And  indeed  it  mud  be  acknowledged,  that  the  meric 
of  this  expedition  in  cask-making  of  the  agent  viftualler 
at  Plymouth  dock,  was  as  much  due  to  this  great  naval 
ni - r  (of  which  he  knew  nothing  ’till  it  was  complet¬ 

ed)  as  any  other  part  of  marine  preparation. 

The  officers  who  prefide  in  the  king’s  yards,  have  in¬ 
deed  a  juft  claim  to  the  praife  of  this  kingdom  for  their 
diligence  in  equipping  fhips  of  war  ;  to  them,  and  to  the 
gt  eat  quantity  of  naval  ftores  long  laid  in,  it  was  owinp* 
that  fhips  were  fo  fpeedily  prepared  for  the  fea;  for 
which  reafon,  my  facrilegious  hand  fliall  never  rob  the 
cottage  of  the  deferving  man  in  low  life,  to  decorate 
the  palace  of  the  undeferving,  to  whom  chance  has  given 

riches  and  titles;  or  ereft  a  trophy  to  a  1 _ d  from 

fpoils  which  common  men  have  won. 

A  parrot  which  could  have  pronounced  by  authority, 
equip  ten  fhips  af  Chatham ,  ten  at  Portfmouth ,  and  ten  at 
Plymouth,  would  as  effe&ually  and  as  fpeedily  have  pro¬ 
duced  a  fleet  ready  for  the  feas  as  the  voice  of  the  firft 
1— d  of  the  ad - y,  and  deferved  as  great  an  en¬ 

comium  for  the  tranfa&ion. 


The 
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The  completion  of  the  bufinefs  was  eiTedled  where  lie 
Was  notprefent,  without  one  new  invention,  uncommon 
exertion,  or  peculiar  attention  of the  underftanding  and 
which,  after  the  order  had  efcaped  his  lips,  whether  he 
had  been  afleep  or  awake,  dreaming  or  pretending  to 
think,  in  his  eafy  chair  or  on  horfeback,  would  havebeen 
equally  completed  in  the  fame  time. 

Let  us  now  examine,  whether  the  man  who  has  in  this 
manner  been  extolled  to  the  skies,  as  the  bed  adapted 
for  naval  ad— n;  by  the  merits  of  boatfwains,  gun¬ 
ners,  ftiip- wrights,  and  dock-officers,  and  what  he  did 
not  perform,  has  proved  himfelf,  in  the  execution  of 
thofe  duties  which  belong  to  him  in  chief,  equal  to  the 
poft  in  which  he  has  prefided ;  and  deferving  that  ap- 
plaufe,  which  in  the  beginning  was  fo  liberally  bellowed 
upon  him.  To  accompiifh  this,  permit  me  to  enquire 

in  what  manner,  and  to  what  purpole,  the  fleets  oris - d 

have  been  difpofed  and  deftined,  iince  the  firft  naval 
preparations  in  January  1755. 

The  firft  inftance  in  which  the  great  knowledge  of 

this  prefident  in  maritime  ad— - -n  was  exhibited  to  the 

public,  was  in  that  expedition  in  which  M 1  Bojcawen  was 
ordered  to  intercept  the  French  fleet,  defigned  to  carry 
and  convoy  (lores  to  the  affiitance  of  Canada*  The  whole 
of  this  remarkable  exhibition  of  knowledge  in  marine  af¬ 
fairs,  has  been  already  explained  in  a  firft  letter  to  the 
people  of  E — — -d  ;  in  which  it  has  been  proved,  that 
the  number  of  the  enemy’s  fhips  was  unknown  to  our 

ad - or  not  attended  to  ;  that  our  fleet  was  infuffi- 

cient  to  the  undertaking,  if  the  deflination  of  it  had  been, 
as  it  ought,  before  Brefi  5  becaufe  Macnamard s  fquadron 
was  fuperior  to  the  Englijh  at  his  leaving  that  port;  for 
the  fame  rcafon  had  he  continued  his  voyage  to  America * 
Mr  Bojcawen  and  Mr  Holbournc ,  by  the  weaknefs  and 
divifion  of  their  fleets,  would  probably  have  fallen  a 
prey  to  that  of  the  French ;  and  even  as  it  did  happen, 
though  the  fleer  of  France  was  rendered  inferior  to  that 
of  Mr  Bojcawen  by  Mr  Macnamard s  return  to  Brefi,  all 
power  of  reaping  any  consider  able  advantage  from  it  was 
defeated,  by  the  Englijh  fleet  being  dellinyu  to  cruize  on 
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ihe  banks  of  Newfoundland  in  thole  months  when  that  Ra¬ 
tion  is  covered  with  one  general  fog  and  darknefs. 

The  French  fleet  being  arrived  in  the  river  St.  Lawrence , 
without  any  injury  which  could  defeat  the  purport  of 
their  undertaking,  the  fame  genius  which  had  fo  mani- 
fefly  erred  in  the  difpofition  of  every  article  in  Mr 
Bofcawerd s  voyage,  was  now  determined  to  make  ample 
atonement  to  his  country  for  this  deficiency  of  judgment, 
and  by  diftributing  the  E • — •- fh  fleet  in  fuch  a  manner, 
that  not  a  French  fhip  of  war  fhould  efcape  it  in  her  re¬ 
turn  to  France ,  demonflrate  that  he  was  yet  equal  to  the 
lupreme  conduft  of  the  E — -Jfj  navy. 

Mr  Bofcawen  being  ordered  home,  Mr  Holhourne  was 
commmanded  to  cruize  between  cape  Breton  and  the  fouth 
weftern  parts  of  Newfoundland,  to  intercept  the  French 
fleet  returning  from  the  river  St .  Lawrence ,  which  fervice 

he  punctually  performed.  Now  it  was  that  the  m - 1 

ad  vocates  were  extremely  clamorous  in  their  panegyrics 
on  the  defiinarion  of  this  fleet,  and  him  who  had  order¬ 
ed  it  ;  notwithstanding  which,  it  feems  impoffibJe  to  omit 
obferving  the  parallelarity  of  judgment  in  this  affair,  be¬ 
tween  our  fir  ft - -  of  the  ad - and  a  juftice  of 

peace  in  the  weftern  parts  of  England. 

It  feems  fome  time  laft  fummer,  a  thief  who  had  rob¬ 
bed,  and  been  apprehended,  a  defperate  fellow,  had  e* 
fcaped  from  before  the  juftice,  and  flying  to  another 
houfe  had  bolted  the  door,  and  fecured  himfelf  in  one 
room  of  it.  The  conftable,  who  had  followed  to  this  re¬ 
treat,  knowing  the  rafhnels  of  the  man,  and  the  nature 
of  his  fituation,  conceived  no  (mall  apprehenfions  of  dan¬ 
ger  in  attacking  him  in  that  place;  he  therefore  with 
great  prudence  acquainted  his  worfhip  with  the  circunv 
ftances  of  the  affair.  The  juftice,  after  mature  deliberati¬ 
on,  wifely  confidercd  it  was  impoflible  that  the  thief,  was 
he  ever  fo  brave,  through  want  of  provifion  and  other 
neceftaries,  could  long  remain  in  that  poll;  he  there¬ 
fore  ordered  the  fiege  to  be  turned  into  a  blockade,  and 
bade  the  conftable  and  his  afnftants  to  tarry  before  the 
door;  watch  the  door,  Tom,  fays  his  worfhip  to  the  con¬ 
ftable, 


liable,  through  that  door  he  muft  come,  therefore  mind 
the  door,  and  he  cannot  polfibly  efcapeus. 

This  being  refolved  on,  nothing  could  be  more  alert 
than  the  conftable,  and  no  men  in  higher  fpirits  than  his 
gang.  The  commander,  as  foon  as  it  was  dark,  placed  a 
lanthorn  and  candle  at  the  door  to  fee  all  that  might  pafs 
from  or  to  the  houfe,  and  during  the  whole  night  mod 
manfully  with  his  affociates  flood  on  his  arms,  ready  pre* 
pared,  with  his  ftaff  in  his  hand,  happily  to  demolifh  the 
thief  the  moment  he  fhould  pretend  to  dally  and  efcape 
him. 

This  duty  being  performed  through  the  length  of  two 
whole  days  and  two  whole  nights,  the  juflice  in  momen¬ 
tary  expectation  of  hearing  that  the  thief  was  taken,  and 
the  cpnftable  haranguing  the  mob,  which  attended  on 
the  thief’s  perfeverance ;  at  the  feme  time  wondering, 
that  he  had  not  been  obliged  to  furrender  thro’  drought 
and  hunger :  when  an  old  acquaintance  of  the  befieged 
arrived  with  intelligence,  that  he  had  met  the  thief  the 
firft  morning  after  his  confinement,  at  the  break  of  day, 
twenty  miles  from  that  very  houfe  in  which  the  juflice 
had  to  that  moment  imagined  he  was  clofely  fhut  up:  in 
fact,  the  fugacious  head  of  the  juflice  had  never  conceiv¬ 
ed,  that,  notwithftanding  a  door  may  be  bolted  ever  lb 
ftrong,  and  watched  ever  fo  diligently,  a  man  might  get 
out  at  the  window,  as  it  really  happened  in  this  very 
cafe. 

In  like  manner,  whilft  Mr  H- - ne,  according  to  the 

orders  of  his  fuperior,  was  cruizing  at  the  door  between 

Newfoundland  and  cape  Breton ,  and  the  marine  m - r 

believed  Dubois  de  la  Mothe  flill  confined  and  ftarving  in 
the  river  St.  Lawrence ,  that  fly  Frenchman  flipt  through 
the  window,  between  the  northern  parts  of  Newfound¬ 
land  and  the  continent,  by  the  {heights  of  Belli  fie,  un- 

lufpected  by  the  penetrating  fpirit  of  our  firft  d - r  in 

marine  affairs  ;  fo  that  he  heard  de  la  Mothe  and  his  fqua- 
dron  were  fafcly  arrived  at  Rreft ,  before  he  knew  he 
had  quitted  the  river  St.  Lawrence. 

Thus  then,  in  the  conduct  of  this  naval  tranfaftion, 
there  are  to  be  found  five  very  conlpicuous  inflances  of 
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moft  confummate  ignorance  ;  firft  the  ignorance  of  the 
number  of  the  enemy’s  fliips;  fee o nelly,  the  infufficien- 
cy  of  the  Engli/h  fleet;  thirdly,  their  not  being  ordered 
to  cruize  before  Breji-,  fourthly,  their  being  ordered  to 
cruize  where  they  could  not  fee  their  enemy;  and 
bftnly,  to  cruize  oetween  Newfoundland  and  cape  Bre¬ 
ton,  to  intercept  a  fleet  which  did  not  pafs  that  way. 

muff  be  done  the  marine 
m  .  r  to  his  honour;  tne  firft  ignorance  of  a  proper 
f  at.on  for  cruizing,  preferved  the  EngUfh  fleet  from  the 
danger  of  the  la  ft  ignorance  of  the  numberof  theenemy’s 
neet,  and  infufficiency  of  our  own.  J 

,  Notwithftanding  this  uniform  concatenation  of  errors, 
there  are  thofc  who  attempt  to  juftify  this  conduft,  by 
faying  it  was  impofTiole  for  Mr  Holbourne'%  fleet  to  at¬ 
tempt  intercepting  de  la  Molhe'%  in  both  pa/Tages,  be- 
c_aufe  his  fquadron  was  not  fufficiently  ftrong  to  buffer  a 
divifion  for  that  purpofe  ?  Why  then  did  the  marine 
m  r  .expose  himfelf  to  ridicule,  in  attempting  to  do 
that  which  he  ought  to  have  known  muft  have  proved 
inefFefhial,  and  risk  the  definition  of  his  mifter’s  /hips, 
by  rocks  and  tempefls,  in  thofe  Teas,  where  they  could 
meet  no  adverfary  and  do  no  fervice?  did  my  lord  Win- 
(hcljea  ever  conceive  fo  fruitlefs  an  attempt,  or  commit 
io  egregious  a  miftake  ? 

Hence  tnen  it  may  be  gathered,  that  if  hereafter  any 
mnal  captain,  indulged  with  five  fliips,  at  the  expence 
id  500,000  /.  o!  the  nation’s  money,  to  make  a  fortune 
toi  him fe  1  f,  /hall  fail  round  the  globe,  and  by  the  very 
utmof  1  effort  of  ail  poflible  chances,  like  throwing  twen¬ 
ty  aces  on  twenty  dice  the  firft  time,  take  a  ftiip  worth 
a  million  or  money  for  his  and  his  company’s  advantage  ; 
that  tnough  he  does  not  fiirround  a  weaker  man  than 
himfelf,  lie  may  yet  prefide  and  direft  the  whole  navy 
—  d  to  the  ruin  of  the  kingdom. 

Such  fatality 2  according  to  the  prefent  fafhionable 
phrafe  of  excufe,  having  attended  the  conduct  of  this 
naval  expedition  in  every  particular!  a  fatality  doomed 
to  attend  infufficienr  judgments  nine  times  in  ten,  fincc 
fhe  creation  !  a  frelh  inftance  offers  of  reinftating 
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our  marine  m - r  in  the  popular  opinion,  which  began 

greatly  to  decline  in  his  favour. 

It  feems  monfieur  du  Guay,  a  French  admiral,  was 
arrived  at  Cadiz ,  with  fix  fhips  of  the  line,  in  his  way  to 
Breft.  This  admiral,  and  this  fquadron,  the  fame  naval 
genius,  who  had  fo  wifely  dedined  the  former  fleet  of 
E  - - was  determined  to  intercept. 

He  remembered  the  errors  which  had  been  imputed 
to  his  charge  in  the  deftination  of  Bofcaweri* s  fleet,  inef¬ 
ficiency  in  force,  and  wrong  appointment  in  the  ftation 
of  cruizing;  he  was  therefore  determined  to  avoid  thefe 
two  midakes,  at  lead  at  this  time.  Accordingly,  on  the 
18th  of  July,  Mr  Hawke,  with  eighteen  fail  of  the  line, 
was  fent  to  intercept  the  fix  French  fhips  under  the  com¬ 
mand  of  du  Guay ;  and  with  this  whole  fleet,  fo  fuperior 
ro  the  enemy,  to  cruize  off  cape  Finijlerre ,  ’till  the 
French  fhips  fhonld  appear. 

This  exploit  again  was  trumpeted  forth  by  nv _ 1 

hirelings,  as  an  infuperable  proof  of  great  marine  know¬ 
ledge  in  the  director.  The  flation  was  happily  chofen, 
the  number  of  the  fhips  fufficient,  and  the  game  fure. 
Here  was  nothing  for  the  moil  malevolent  difpofition  to 
blame  :  envy  mult  now  be  dumb,  or,  if  it  fpoke,  fpeak 
In  the  praife  of  this  defign  :  and  yet  a  midake,  much  like 
the  former  in  its  confluences,  prevailed  alfo  at  this 
time  ;  and  in  this  manner  it  mud  prevail,  when  dedans 
mifcarry,  not  from  accidents,  for  which  men  of  (enfe 
may  be  pardoned  in  not  forefeeing,  but  from  radical 
infufficiency  and  underdanding„ 

It  feems  that  the  fame  head,  which  had  conceived  that 
there  was  but  one  way  of  failing  from  Canada  to  Breft, 
and  had  never  thought  of  the  ftreights  of  Bellfte,  had 
in  this  place  imagined  the  fea  like  Hownftow  heath, where 
a  man  may  fit  on  horfeback  on  one  fide  and  fee  what 
palfes  on  the  other,  and  that  all  fhips  which  are  deering 
to  Breft  from  Cadiz ,  are  obliged  to  turn  the  corner  a^r 
cape  binifterre ,  like  race  horfes  at  a  pod,  or  lofe  their 

voyage.  Probably  this  great  naval  m - r  had  reafoned 

much  in  the  following  manner  :  all  fhips,  which  have  no 
£nemy  to  fear  or  avoid,  in  their  courfe  from  Cadiz  to 

Breft, 
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Brejl ,  make  cape  Vinifierrc ;  wherefore,  every  fhip  which 
knows  there  is  an  enemy  in  the  way,  and  has  reafon  to 
be  under  apprehenfion  of  danger,  will  certainly  fail  the 
fame  way  ;  and  therefore  Mr  Hawke  fhall  be  defined  to 
cruize  off  cape  Finijlerre  to  intercept  them.  Admirable 
inftance  of  fea  logic  !  Without  reafoning  in  this  manner, 
is  it  poffiblc  he  could  have  deftined  the  fleet  as  he  did  ? 

Monfieur  duGuay,  however,  it  feems,  from  the  fame 
principles,  drew  inferences  diametrically  oppofite;  and  in 
order  to  avoid  the  ufual  courfe  which  is  fleered  from  Cadiz 
to  Brejl,  failed  dire&ly  weft  from  Spain  into  the  Atlantic 
ocean;  when  being  at  a  great  diftance  from  the  coaft,  he 
changed  his  courfe  and  flood  directly  for  the  land’s-end 

of  E~ - d.  By  this  precaution  of  failing  weft  to  a  great 

diftance  before  he  fleered  towards  the  channel,  he  pafled 
on  the  outiide  of  all  our  fleet  cruizing  at  cape  binijlerre% 
and  arriving  fafely  in  the  channel,  fell  in  behind  it  with 
his  fquadron,  and  got  fafe  into  the  harbour  of  Brejl . 

Such  was  the  event  of  this  fecond  exhibition  of  boaft- 
ed  marine  knowledge  !  Avoiding  the  errors  of  the  for¬ 
mer  conduct  generated  the  very  mifcarriage  of  this ;  and 
fo  it  will  for  ever  happen  to  men,  who  fancy,  that  by 
fhunning  the  miftakes  of  pafled  management  they  fliall 
fucceed  in  the  prefent.  Whoever  does  not  intuitively 
diftinguifh  right  from  wrong  in  the  conduft  of  great  af¬ 
fairs,  can  never  be  fuccefsful  by  judging  from  parallela- 
rity;  bccaufe,  as  in  thcfe  two  inftances,  tho’  fhips,  feas, 
and  the  directing  their  flations,  may  be  the  whole  con¬ 
cern  in  each,  yet  the  fimilarity  in  thcfe  objefts  create 
no  reafon,  eiiher  to  avoid  miftakes  or  purfue  the  advan¬ 
tages  of  a  prior  defti nation,  where  there  is  no  refem- 
blance  of  circumftances  in  the  undertaking;  and  no  two 
can  be  fufficiently  fimilar,  or  fufficien tly  unlike,  to  juf- 
tify  a  parallel  or  oppofite  conduit  in  any  direftor  of  them. 

The  duke  duFallard^  as  I  have  been  informed  by  a 
gentleman  who  thoroughly  underftands  military  affairs, 
made  the  fame  difpofition  at  Blenheim,  .that  the  great 
Gujlavus  Adolphus  had  done  at  the  famous  battle  which  he 
won  again  ft  Valjlein  ;  yet  the  French  general  was  defeat¬ 
ed,  and  the  Engljh  triumphed.  No  circumftances  can 

be 
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be  fufficiently  alike  to  juftify  flmilar  proceedings  in  men 
who  are  to  direft.  Imitators  want  force  of  underftanding 
to  penetrate,  purfue,  and  put  in  aftion  that  which  the 
original  contrivers  had  conceived  in  various  ways  in  lay- 
ing  down  their  plan.  They  are  mimics  of  what  was  done, 
without  comprehending  the  whole  force  of  what  might 
have  been  done  :  wherefore,  in  the  progrefs  of  an  a<ffi- 
on  planned  in  imitation  of  another,  when  the  circum- 
ftances  vary  from  the  former,  not  feeing  the  reafon  of 
the  defign,  they  are  unequal  to  the  fupplying  what  the 
original  contriver  would  eafily  have  afforded  :  knowing 
no  more  than  the  hiftorian  has  delivered,  they  follow 
fervilely  like  copyiff  s,  and  are  defeated.  Had  this  marine 

m - r,  in  his  defoliations  of  thefe  naval  expeditions, 

judged  from  original  lights  and  principles,  he  muff;  cer¬ 
tainly  have  imagined,  that  du  Guay  would  have  avoided 
the  beaten  tracf  in  times  of  peace  ;  he  would  therefore 
have  divided  Mr  Hawke's  fquadron  into  two  equal  parts, 
which  making  nine  in  each  fquadron,  would  have  been 
ftill  three  to  two  ;  a  proper  and  fuperior  force  wherewith 
to  oppofe  monfieur  du  Guay  ;  thefe,  attended  with  fmaller 
fliips  to  have  been  ufed  as  fcouts,  by  cruizing  of F cape 
Finifterre ,  and  in  the  other  ftation  thro’  which  the  French 
fquadron  paffed,  there  being  but  thefe  two  ways  of 
fleering  their  courfes,  without  great  ill  luck,  at  leaft 
without  blame  to  the  planner  of  the  cruize,  muff  have 
intercepted  the  French  fleet  in  its  coming  to  Breji ,  and 
brought  their  fhips  into  Englijh  harbours. 

This  however  not  being  done,  proves  that  the  flying 
from  error  on  one  fide,  drives  weak  minds  into  an  equal 
miftake  in  the  oppofite  extreme,  as  young  fpendthrifts 
frequently  become  old  mifers. 

Nor  is  it  in  matters  of  great  moment  only  this  Insuf¬ 
ficiency  of  conduct  appears  :  the  (loop  which  carried  the 
field-equipage  belonging  to  the  officers  of  Otway' s  regi¬ 
ment  from  London  to  Plymouth ,  becaufe  the  tranfports 
were  failed  before  file  arrived  at  that  port,  was  obliged 
to  wait  for  orders  to  follow  them.  ° 

TL  he  traniports  which  the  m - r  had  cunningly  fent 

to  bring  the  Dutch  troops  over,  before  he  knew  they 

would 
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would  come,  like  a  booby  who  feeks  a  midwife  before 
his  wife  is  with  child,  after  their  fruitlefs  and  expense 
ftay  in  Holland,  failed  for  the  Heffians,  when  it  was  fir  ft 
dilcovered  that  no  orders  from  the  ad - had  been 


tranfmitted  to  juftify  the  taking  thefe  troops  on  board" 
lhis  neglea  created  this  expenfive  delay,  ’till  a  letter 
could  come  from  and  return  to  that  part  o {Europe:  nay, 

Pwn  f  1,3  ~~'ns’  v?ry  dear  to  this  nation,  were 


permitted  to  fail  hither  without  convoy,  fo  that  two 

twenty  gun  Ihips  of  France,  might  have  carried  them  all 
into  Dunkirk  with  great  facility. 

The  fuperintendency  of  our  illands  in  America,  is  not 
one  iota  lefs  remarkably  provident.  Monfieur  D'Aubiony 
is  too  ftrong  for_  our  fleet  at  Antigua  and  the  Leeward 
illands,  and  monfieur  Perrier  de  Salvert  is  in  the  fame  li¬ 
quation  with  i  elpeft  to  our  fleet  at  Jamaica ,  notvvithftand- 
ing  that  admiral  Lownjhend,  with  his  whole  fleet  of  one 
fliip,  is  fafely  arrived  at  that  ifland. 

In  like  manner,  as  the  very  ultimate  of  all  found 
judgment  had  been  difplayed  in  the  diftribution  of  the 
cannon,  carriages,  powder,  and  ball,  feparately  on  board 
the  tranfports  for  America-,  fo  another  exhibition  of  equal 
good  fenfe  appears  in  fending  out  the  four  commanders 
to  the  Mediterranean ;  for  as  by  the  fagacicy  of  dividing 
the  ftores,  the  chance  of  defeating  the  defign  was  inercat- 
cd  as  four  to  one;  lo  by  confining  all  thefe  four  com¬ 
manding  officers  to  one  fhip,  and  not  lending  them  fepa¬ 
rately,  thechance  is  increafed  in  the  fame  proportion,  that 
the  whole  defign  of  their  voyage  may  be  fruftrated  alfo- 
War  has  been  already  declared  two  months,  and  no 
fhip  is  yet  lent  to  give  notice  of  it  in  the  Eqft  Indies. 

The  judgments  of  our  m - rs,  like  pendulums,  be¬ 


ing  eternally  vibrating  from  one  extreme  to  another, 
palling  through,  yet  not  refling  in  the  mean,  what  hopes 
can  ye  entertain  of  reinflating  the  happy  fituation  from 
which  ye  are  fallen  ?  That  which  fliould  have  been 
blended  they  have  divided,  and  that  which  fliould  have 
been  feparated  they  have  united:  and  through  the  whole 
have  proved  themlelves  the  very  antipodes  to  common 
fenlc.  Few  men  have  been  born  with  talents  and  abilities 

v  a  illy 
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vaftly  fnperior  to  the  reft  of  mankind,  yet  many  have 
been  well  adapted  to  the  knowledge  and  conduct  of  little 
things,  who  have  been  incapable  of  comprehending  the 
effect  and  beauty  of  what  is  great  and  fublime;  like  the  fly 
which  admired  the  polifli  of  a  mirror,  and  condemned 
the  architecture  of  Si.  Pauls .  The  mereft  fribble  of  a 
virtuofo,  infenfible  to  the  great  order  of  nature,  can 
trace  with  delight  and  skill  the  various  and  minute  fhapes, 
ihades,and  colours,  in  a  fliellor  flower,  which  diftinguifh 
one  from  another,  but  there  appears  in  the  ad— — — — nof 
the  prelent  m - r  in  maritime  affairs,  an  equal  incapa¬ 

city  for  the  conduct  of  great  and  little  matters;  the  fame 
head  which  has  fb  egregiouffy  erred  in  the  deftinatiou 
and  appointment  of  larger  fleets,  has  in  like  manner  been 
infufficient  to  the  minuted  duty  of  his  office;  one  in¬ 
stance  of  the  former,  more  confpicuoufly  flagrant  than 
the  reft,  now  comes  to  be  laid  before  you. 

Since  the  beginning  of  I  aft  'January ,  every  news-paper 
has  been  replete  with  the  great  military  preparations 
which  were  making  at  Toulon ,  the  number  of  fliips  equip¬ 
ping,  and  foldiers  marching  towards  that  port,  Marfeilles, 
and  places  adjacent.  The  objeft  for  which  thefe  forces 
were  deftined  was  as  conftantly  mentioned  :  this  fubject 
was  the  common  converfation  of  all  ranks  of  men,  from 
the  artifan  to  the  peer;  and  all  except  the  m - rs  be¬ 

lieved  that  Minorca  would  fpeedily  be  attacked. 

I  don’t  mention  accounts  contained  in  news-papers  as 
authentic  relations  which  may  warrant  the  m - 1  at¬ 

tention,  but  to  ask  that  as  at  this  time  they  have  proved 
literally  true,  by  what  means  it  could  come  to  pals,  that 
thofe  whole  immediate  duty  it  is  to  be  informed  of  all 
tranfactions  of  fuch  a  nature  amongft  our  enemies,  fhould 
be  the  only  perfons  unacquainted  with  them,  or  why 
they^  alone  disbelieved  the  intelligence  which  gained 
credit  amongft  all  mankind  befides  ? 

It  the  nature  of  this  military  preparation  would  have 
permitted  a  -  concealment  of  it5  much  might  have  been 

faid  in  vindication  of  the  m - — rs  who  gave  no  credit  to 

the  account;  but  fince  th-oufands  favv  and  declared  it  to 
all  the  nations  upon  earth,  why  were  the  m — -> — -rs  dif- 

I  fident 
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fident  of,  or  unacquainted  with  it  ?  an  inflance  uncxam- 

plt  d  111  any  act — — - n  but  their  own.  The  number 

ct  Macnamara? s  fleet  had  before  been  equally  unknown 
or  disbelieved ;  this  then  is  the  fecond  inflance  of  fatal 
ignorance,  defective  intelligence,  or  arrogant  disbelief  of 
the  force  of  our  enemies. 

By  whatever  arguments  the  m - rs  might  be  re¬ 

duced  to  diferedit  this  military  preparation  at  'Toulon,  the 
very  probability  of  Minorca* s  being  attacked,  and  the  efl 
fential  importance  which  it  is  of  to  the  B — —jh  commerce, 
ought  to  have  created  a  jealoufy  in  them,  that  the  French 
would  not  long  overlook  fo  important  an  objeft,  unat¬ 
tended  to,  and  neglefted  as  it  was,  by  them.  Thefe  com 
fiderations  alone,  without  giving  credit  to  what  was 
tranfafiing  at  Toulon,  made  it  their  duty  indifpenfibly  to 
have  placed  Minorca  in  fecuriry  from  ail  French  invafion. 

Befldes  thefe  reafons,  there  was  yet  another  motive 
to  the  flren  thening  that  ifland  from  hoflilities,  and  to 
the  believing  it  threatened  with  an  invafion,  the  repeat¬ 
ed  requefls  for  fuccours  from  the  brave  commander  of 
the  caflle  of  St.  Philip .  This  gallant  man,  after  reiterat¬ 
ed  letters  to  them - rs,  at  length  wrote  to  this  purpofe 

to  his  neareft  relation  *,  cc  I  have  often  requefted  fuc- 

c‘  cours  from  the  m - r,  I  have  been  as  often  promii- 

ed  to  receive  them,  and  as  conftantly  difappointed 
in  the  promife ;  this  then  will,  I  imagine,  terminate 
ei  in  my  falling  a  facrifice  to  their  neglect  ;  however, 
u  though  it  ftiould  fhorten  my  days  a  year  or  two,  it 
“  will  the  looncr  put  you  in  pofleflion  of  what  1  fliall 
c<  leave  you,  and  in  which  I  wifh  you  happy.” 

Notwithllanding  the  confequence  of  that  ifland  to  this 
kingdom,  what  had  been  publifhed  by  the  public,  writ¬ 
ten  by  the  governor,  and  believed  by  all  mankind,  no 
attention  was  paid  to  the  proteftion  of  it.  No  land  for¬ 
ces  fent,  though  the  number  within  the  fortrefs  was 
known  to  be  unequal  to  the  duty  and  defence  of  it  a- 
gain  ft  a  fiege  ;  and  whereas  in  the  year  1744  admiral 
Matthews,  with  a  fleet  of  48  fail,  9  of  which  were  three 
decked  fhips,  was  employed  in  the  Mediterranean ;  now 
commodore  Edgecombe  with  3  Ships  and  2  frigates  only, 

was 
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was  thought  a  fufficient  prote&ion  For  the  Mediterranean 
trade,  and  ifland  of  Minorca. 

Whatever  were  the  reafons,  no  attention  was  paid  to 
this  important  pofiefiion  ?  Whilft  all  Europe  beheld  this 
negleft  with  amazement,  and  every  true  Enghfh  heart 
trembled  for  the  wound  which  he  (aw  muft  be  inflifted 

on  his  country,  our  ni - rs  were  honourably  engaged 

in  laying  wagers  there  was  no  fleet  nor  Tailors  to  man  a 
fleet  at  ‘ Toulon \  that  if  there  lliould  be  any  it  was  not  de- 
figned  againft  Mibon  ;  and  treating  with  derifion  the  ap» 
prehenfions  of  all  who  forefaw  the  event,  and  whofe 
love  for  their  country  would  not  permit  them  to  be  at 
eafe  ;  whilft  the  honour  of  the  crown,  and  the  intereft  of 
the  kingdom,  were  open  to  infult  and  diminution,  by 
this  (inifter  negleft,  and  the  French  attacking  Minorca. 

During  this  time  our  royal  navy,  full  manned  and  pre¬ 
pared  for  the  Teas,  was  riding  triumphantly  at  Spithcad, 

and  the  head  of  the  ad - y  paid  as  an  ad- - 1,  abfent 

on  leave,  at  the  rate  of  a  thoufand  a  year,  as  if  all  that 
had  been  done  in  honours  and  profits  had  been  hitherto 
inadequate  to  his  merit.  Glorious  picture  of  wifdom  in 

your  m - rs  !  ill uftriou s  ancedote  of  their  prudent 

ad - »n,  for  their  Tons  to  read  hereafter,  and  curfe 

their  (ires  !  but  happily  providence,  in  commiferation 
to  this  people,  has  denied  that  blefling  to  the  moft  con- 
fpicuous  of  them,  kindly  refufing  to  their  wifhes  that 
progeny,  which,  treading  in  their  fathers  footfteps,  muft 
ftill  be  baneful  to  this  ifle. 

At  length,  alter  four  months  parted  in  m - -1  inat¬ 

tention,  and  in  wonder  bv  gazing  multitudes,  Mr  Byng 
fet  fail  on  the  5th  of  April  from  S pithead ,  with  ten  fhips 
of  the  line  for  the  Mediterranean. 

During  thefe  months  of  Inattention  and  negleff,  La 
Galijfoniere ,  with  twelve  fhips  of  the  line  and  five  fri¬ 
gates,  with  tranfports  fufficient  to  carry  15,000  men,  am¬ 
munition,  and  artillery  for  a  (iege,  commanded  by  the 
Due  de Richelieu,  were  gotten  ready,  and  faded  from  Tou¬ 
lon  \  and  on  the  i8ih  of  April  landed  in  the  illand  of 
Minorca ,  eight  days  after  our  fleet  weighed  anchor  from 
Spitheady  and  alrnoft  fix  weeks  before  they  arrived  near 

Mahon, 
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ah  on.  i  he  confirmation  of  the  French  defeent  on  Ml- 

g.as  it*le  intelligence  which  demonftrated  the 
nmtn  of-  what  all  men  believed  except  the  m- _ ,-s  and 

cfwhat  they  had  neglected  in  not  fending  fuccours  to 
Alahon. 

Pernicious  as  this  delay  of  fending  fuccours  now  ap¬ 
peared  to  every  eye,  it  was  not  yet  irremediable,  tho’ 
the  troops  were  debarked,  the  citadel  was  not  yet  ta- 
ken,  and  the  avowed  bravery  of  the  commander  juftified 
te.c  belief,  tnat  no  Ihameful  furrender  of  the  fortrels 
y/ould  ftain  the  laft  moments  of  his  life.  Notwithftand- 

no  ^  Inch,  it  was  confidently  aliened  by  the  m - rs 

and  their  hireling  fpouters,  that  La  Galliflonierfs  fleet 
confided  only  of  eight  fhips  of  the  line,  and  that  Mr 
Byng  would  blow  them  out  of  the  water. 

Here  was  an  opportunity  to  be  envied  of  retrieving  all 
the  reputation  which  had  been  forfeited  by  the  firff  ne* 
gleft,  in  not  fending  a  fufficient  force  to  oppofe  the  ene¬ 
my’s  defeent  on  Minorca . 

Men  of  genius,  though  hitherto  deluded  or  miflaken, 
would  have  improved  this  overfight  into  an  advantage, 
and  by  reinforcing  the  fquadron  under  Mr  B  — with 
a  number  o!  fhips  equal  to  that  with  which  he  fet  fail, 
would  have  defeated  the  French  fleet  and  flarved  their 
troops  in  Minorca .  By  preventing  military  (lores,  they 
would  have  laved  St.  Philip's,  and  by  preventing  the 
arrival  of  provifion,  have  obliged  the  whole  army  to 
have  fnrrendered  prifoners  of  war. 

flow  capable  then  was  the  firfi  neglect  of  being  con¬ 
verted  to  the  glory  of  the  king  and  kingdom  ?  but,  alas  ! 
they  knew  not  the  flrcngth  of  that  very  citadel,  which 
was  to  be  befieged  ;  and  the  moment  they  received  the 
intelligence  of  the  French  being  landed,  defponding, 
they  concluded  it  was  taken  ;  otherways  the  firfi  inatten¬ 
tion  might  have  been  metamorphofed  from  incapacity  to 
wifdotn,  from  difgraceto  honour,  fromlofs  to  advantage, 
from  ccnfiire  to  applaufe.  All  the  (rates  of  Europe  would 
have  believed  the  firfi  behaviour,  as  defigned  to  obtain 
the  fccond  advantage*,  and,  converting  an  egregious  im¬ 
becility  into  a  refined  ftratagem,  conceived  highly  of  that 
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policy,  which  is  now  univerfally  defpifed  and  exploded* 

But,  alas !  the  fame  faturnine  planet  rules  our  m- - rs 

alike  arbitrarily,  at  all  hours  and  on  all  occafions ;  their 
genius  tending  eternally  to  the  center,  like  a  ftone 
thrown  into  a  cavern  tells  you  by  every  ftroke,  that  it 
(Inks  nearer  to  the  abyfs  of  waters,  in  which  it  flounces 
at  laft  and  is  no  more  heard  of. 

The  error  which  had  been  committed  in  not  fendino- 

O 

fuccours  at  firft,  improved  by  fending  an  infufficient 
force  under  Mr  Byng,  was  ftill  continued  by  neglefting 
to  fend  a  reinforcement,  which  would  probably  have 
joined  him  before  he  reached  Gibraltar  ;  at  leafl  a  fhip 
might  have  carried  intelligence  to  Corunna ;  and  as  the 
winds  were  adverfe  for  the  fquadron,  a  courier  would 
have  reached  Gibraltar  before  the  fleet,  and  detained  it 
till  he  was  joined  by  a  further  force. 

Notwithftanding  this,  Mr  Byng  was  fuffered  to  pro¬ 
ceed  with  ten  fliips  of  the  line,  and  the  chance  of  meet¬ 
ing  Mr  Edgecombe ,  13  in  all  againft  12  French  fail  of  e- 
qual  force  to  relieve  Minorca  ;  whilft  Mr  Osbarn,  with  15 
fail  of  the  line,  remained  at  Spithead,  and  10  in  the  har¬ 
bour  of  Portfmouth. 

At  length,  after  long  delays  from  adverfe  winds,  Mr 
B — g  arrives  on  the  20th  of  May  within  fight  of  Mi¬ 
norca  and  the  enemy’s  fleet.  Imagine  then,  what  muft  be 
the  joy  which  fired  the  heart  of  the  old  gallant  B/akeney 

at  the  fight  of  the  B - (lo  fleet :  warmed  with  all  the 

ipjrit  of  a  true  fubject,  he  now  cheriflied  the  fond  hopes 
of  obtaining  glory  to  himfelf,  honour  to  his  mafter,  and 
intereft  to  his  country,  by  this  fuccour  which  he  faw,  in 
defeating  the  enemy’s  fleet,  and  rendering  ail  the  French 
fchemes  abortive;  fuch,  probably,  was  the  pleafing  en¬ 
tertainment  ofhis  mind,  when  the  B—~—Jh  flag  appeared 
in  fight.  ° 

t  But,  alas !  Mr  B - -g,  after  having  attacked  the 

French  fquadron,  with  not  a  man  killed  or  wounded  on 
ooard  his  own  and  many  other  (hips  ;  with  but  48 
killed,  and  168  wounded  in  the  whole  fquadron,  retires 
unattempting  to  relieve  the  garrifon  of  Mahon,  becaufe 
the  Intrepid  had  her  fore  top-malt  ihot  away,  and  leaves 

the 
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the  brave  general  and  his  companions  cooped  within  the 

gairifon  ol  St,  Philip'*  quite  deilitute  of  all  hopes  of  re¬ 
lief. 

Judge  then,  what  was  the  horror  of  this  brave  man’s 
mind,  when  he  firft  knew  the  behaviour  of  our  fleet, 
and  faw  all  his  expectations  of  relief  and  honour  reduced 
to  air;  deierted  in  this  manner  by  the  B  - — Jh  navy,  he 
was  yet  iultained  by  himfelf ;  his  heart  felt  the  behavi¬ 
our  of  Mr  B — g  with  more  anguifh  than  the  necefiity  of 
being  obliged  to  capitulate  ;  he  defended  the  citadel  to 
the  laff,  and  then  gave  it  up  reluctantly  to  your  enemies* 
il  you  have  yet  the  faculties  of  human  nature,  weep  o- 
ver  the  fevere  fate  of  that  brave  man,  and  the  facrifice 
or  your  neglected  fellow-countrymen!  Pay  that  tribute 
to  the  remembrance  of  their  bravery,  though  ye  are  de¬ 
nied  arms  to  revenge  their  lofs ;  then  call  to  mind  by 
whole  conduCt  they  have  perifhed. 

Refolve  me  then,  thofe  who  daily  fuck  the  vital  blood 

of  E — • — d,  and  vociferate  in  defence  of  m- - 1  conduCt, 

whence  did  it  fpring,  that  the  number  of  the  enemy’s 
fleet,  which  in  the  beginning  was  known  to  all,  was  (till 

unknown  to  the  m - rs?  Why  a  luperior  force  was 

not  lent  to  deftroy  them  ?  And  why,  when  French  forces 
were  landed  at  Minorca,  and  the  number  of  the  fquadron 
acknowledged  to  be  twelve,  that  a  reinforcement  was  not 
immediately  fent  after  Mr.  Byng,  yet  to  fruilrate  the 
French  attempts,  deltroy  the  fleet,  and  flarve  or  take 
priloners  marfhal  Richelieu  and  his  whole  army  ?  Tell 
me  ye  who  are  hired  or  fhare  in  the  fpoiling  your  coun¬ 
try  for  (uch  purpofes  ;  tell  me, - or  is  this  behaviour 

fo  heinous,  that  even  ye  are  dumb,  and  afliamed  to  vin¬ 
dicate  your  m - 1  maflers  ? 

Plow  then  are  thofe  oppolite  manners  of  m - 1  pro¬ 

ceeding,  with  refpect  to  Germary  and  Minorca ,  reconcile- 

ablc  with  the  interefl  of  G - 1  B - n9  and  the  duty  of 

a  B — —fo  m - r  ;  why  was  F — — r  fortified  and  fe- 

cured  by  treaties  with  Ruffians ,  P  ruffians ,  Hejfians,  and 

holfteiners ,  pure  ha  fed  by  profufion  of  E - Jh  treafure? 

H - r,  which  has  already  proved  fo  fatal  in  exhaufling 

the  riches  of  and  Minorca,  though  not  the 

fourcc 
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fource  of  your  wealth,  the  protection  of  It  when  drawn 
from  other  fountains,  totally  difregarded  ?  what  reafon 
can 'be  affigned  for  this  inverted  behaviour,  but  that  hav¬ 
ing  lavidied  millions  in  confequence  of  thole  treaties, 
and  the  fafeguard  of  German  dominions,  there  remained 
not  fupplies  fufficient  to  proted  Minorca :  this,  tho5  the 
mo  ft  profligate,  would  have  been  fome  excufe  >  but  theie 
men  are  yet  more  unnatural  and  abandoned;  they  have 
fattened  a  ipurious  race  with  your  heritage,  and  Itarved 
their  legitimate  offspring;  whilft  (from  authority  it  is 

pronouncedj  your  annual  p- - y  fupplies  were  vigorous 

and  effectual. 

Have  they  then  thus  difrefpedtfully  treated  you,  that 
the  lources  of  your  wealth  from  commerce,  being  di- 
xninifhed  by  the  lofs  Mahon,  your  declining  Hate  may 
fooner  introduce  poverty,  with  deje&ion  her  companion, 
and  adapt  your  fouls  to  the  wearing,  with  tranquillity, 
thofe  chains  which  the  m — — =1  poffpoiite  is  forging  for 
you  ?  or,  that  your  protection  being  deltroyed  againft  the 
Barbary  corfairs,  your  honeft  lailors  may  fall  a  prey  to 
tnat  remorfelefs  crew,  and,  learning  there,  teach  at  their 
return,  that  being  yet  one  degree  above  the  flaves  of 
Barbary ,  you  have  not  equal  right  to  deplore  your  fate, 
and  thus  ioothe  ye  to  contentment  ? 

Faiai  as  this  may  prove  to  this  once  happy  country, 

culpable  as  the  ad - 1  may  appear  in  the  eyes  of  all 

Europe ,  di (graceful  as  it  is  to  the  B - Jh  arms,  and  clifl 

honourable  to  the  crown  of  thefe  realms,  are  not  thofe 
wno  delayed  the  fuccours  at  firft,  thole  who  left  that  ne¬ 
glect  unremedied,  by  fending  an  infufficient  force,  and 
even  providing  againft  that  lecond  error  by  a  reinforce¬ 
ment,  yet  infinitely  more  the  objeCts  of  your  refentment? 
Ipcaking  like  men,  not  blinded  with  the  reigning  mala¬ 
dies  of  arrogance  and  felf-fufficiency,  but  from  the  ex¬ 
perience  of  former  times,  what  expectations  could  be 

realonably  entertained,  that  ten  E - Jh  fliips  of  inferior 

force,  or  even  when  joined  by  Mr  Edgecombe’s  fqua- 
dron,  that  equal  powers  would  have  had  a  more  than  e- 
qual  chance  of  victory ;  or  that  the  event  would  prove 
;ds  favourable  to  the  enemy  than  the  Englijh.  Such  ima¬ 
ginations 


ginations  in  favour  of  their  countrymen  may  be  laudable, 
and  of  fervice  in  the  common  failor  and  common  foidier, 
but  in  the  man  who  is  to  appoint  fleets  and  commanders’ 
foolifh,  culpable,  and  deflructive. 

Let  it  be  imagined,  however,  that  the  B - [h  fleet, 

with  this  equality  of  force,  could  have  conquered  the 
French ;  was  it  realonable  to  believe  the  victory  would 
have  been  lo  cheaply  purchaled,  and  our  (hips  fo  little 
damaged  by  the  engagement,  as  to  keep  the  leas  and  re* 
li eve  Minorca?  as  it  probably  would  not,  and  as  both 
fleets  were  equally  excluded  from  the  harbour  of  Mahon, 
would  not  a  conqueft  over  the  French  fquadron  have 
been  even  then  attended  with  the  lofs  of  the  citadel  and 

ifland  ?  To  what  realm  could  the  E - -jh  fleet  have 

fleered  to  find  materials  to  repair  the  injuries  of  the  bat¬ 
tle  ?  Would  Sp  ain  have  fup plied  them  with  naval  fiores,, 
and  indulged  them  to  refit  in  Carthagena?  No  man  the 
leaft  acquainted  with  the  prefent  difpofitions  cf  that  court 
believes  they  would  ;  probably  then,  confidering  the 
prefent  flate  of  Lisbon ,  Plymouth  is  the  firft  hofpTtable 
harbour  that  could  have  afforded  them  affiftance. 

If  a  vi&ory  then,  of  fuch  a  nature  as  the  above,  would 

have  prevented  the  fleet  of  E - d  from  keeping  the 

leas  and  fuccouring  Minorca ,  how  much  lefs  likely  is  it, 
that  effectual  relief  would  have  been  the  confequence  of 
a  drawn  battle,  or  a  defeat  on  our  fide  ?  Does  it  not  ap¬ 
pear  then  too  evident,  that  no  fuccefs,  which  good  fenfc 
has  a  right  to  expedt  with  fuch  parity  of  force,  could 
have  relieved  the  citadel  of  St.  Philip ,  or  juflified  the 
m - rs  in  fending  out  fo  fmall  a  fquadron  for  the  de¬ 

fence  of  fo  important  an  objedf  ? 

Whatever  then  may  prove  the  event  of  this  engage¬ 
ment  to  the  admiral,  let  not  the  depravity  of  his  be¬ 
haviour  feduce  your  attention  from  thofe  who  fent: 
him  fo  unequal  to  the  undertaking.  If  after  a  candid 
and  deliberate  examination,  it  fliall  appear,  that  he  has 
been  egregioufly  remifs  in  his  duty  to  his  king  and  coun¬ 
try  at  the  hour  of  battle;  confider  how  much  more  thofe 
are  delinquent,  who  delayed  the  expedition  and  fent  him 
at  lafl  with  infufficient  force.  There  are  men,  when  fu- 

perior 
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perior  to  their  enemies,  who  wear  the  outfide  of  gallantry 
and  lucceed,  who  perhaps,  when  on  equal  terms,  from 
Confefling  lome  inward  fenfations  of  danger,  may  retire 
and  miicarry*  if  it  was  his  duty  to  have  rifqued  every 
thing  in  prefervation  of  Mahon,  was  it  lefs  obligator  on 
them,  by  a  fu  perior  fleer,  to  have  prevented  all  probable 
prefumption  ol  mifcarriage?  After  all,  if  Mr  B — *g9s  Spi¬ 
rit  proved  in  the  experiment  inferior  to  that  of  the  enemy, 
was  not  the  armament  which  the  m — * — r  gave  him  to 
command,  inferior  to  that  of  the  French  alio?  on  what 
account  was  the  B—(h  fleet  obliged  to  rifque  the  lofs  of 
viftory  and  Minorca ,  by  engaging  on  equal  Terms,  when 
by  being  double  that  number,  it*  might  have  preferved 
the  ifland,  and  triumphed  over  your  adverfaries  ?  Whence 
does  it  arife  then,  that  if  the  marine  m — r  is  by  na¬ 
ture  and  capacity  adapted  to  the  duty  of  his  high  office, 
that  a  man  lo  obvioufly  unequal  to  the  task  was  feiected 
to  command  the  fleet  of  E— — -d9  and  a  fleet  fo  inferior 
to  the  duty  fent  to  proteCt  Mahon ? 

Whatever  delinquency  may  then  be  imagined  to  have 
been  committed  on  this  account,  are  not  the  m— — — rs 
ftill  more  criminal  ?  The  braveft  man  oh  earth,  by  exert¬ 
ing  every  fuperior  faculty  of  the  human  mind,  deffined 
and  appointed  to  command  a  fleet  of  that  force,  might  on¬ 
ly  more  confpicuoufly  have  manifefted  the  infufficiency 
of  the  m - 1  provision  and  judgment,  in  the  conduct¬ 

ing  this  affair ;  and  proved,  that  though  victory  fhould 
have  crowned  his  arms,  that  the  fluttered  condition  of 
his  fhips  would  have  rendered  it  impoflible  to  preferve 
Mahon ;  whereas  the  m — — ~rs  had  it  in  their  power,  by 
augmenting  the  force  of  the  fleet,  not  only  to  have  pre¬ 
vented  difgrace,  but  to  have  commanded  fuccefs,  faved 
Minorca, defeated  their  enemies,  and  crowned  themfelves, 

the  ad- - -1,  their  king  and  country  with  immortal  ho¬ 

nour. 

Yet  if  you  ask  why  more  fhips  were  not  difpatched 
to  the  fuccour  of  Minorca,  they  anfwer,  no  more  were 
manned  ready  for  the  feas.  Was  it  then  through  want  of 
power  or  pecuniary  fupplies,  that  this  deficiency  arofe  ? 
not  from  the  firft,  becaufe  that  they  exert  in  a  more  de¬ 
spotic  manner  than  is  known  in  the  moil  arbitrary  ftatcs 
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ot  Europe,  m  lmprefling  ieamen  ;  not  from  the  fee  one!, 
becaule  no  oppofition  in  p — — t  has  delayed  one  mo¬ 
ment  the  levying  what  money  the  m - r  pleafed: 

’!  to  this  they  lhall  add,  that  the  kingdom  cannot  furnilh 
iailors  to  matin  the  fleet  with  more  expedition,  and  that 
a  large  number  of  men  of  war  are  neceflary  for  channel 
lervice,  and  to  prevent  invaflons  on  this  ifland,  and 
therefore  a  greater  force  could  not  be  lent  to  the  Medi¬ 
terranean;  ask  how  it  was  done  the  la  ft  war?  and  why, 
in  the  p  -  t  ol  i  75-5,  when  all  this  that  has  followed, 
and  much  more  was  apprehended,  a  militia  bill  was  ne¬ 
glected  to  be  palled  ?  this  would  have  permitted  the 

m - r  to  have  deftined  your  fleet  to  uleful  enterprises, 

and  cleared  Spithead  from  flying  pendants,  and  the  ufe- 
lels  parade  of  a  large  navy  without  application  or  advan- 
tage.  This  would  have  faved  you  millions  of  money, 
and  fe cured  your  fliores  from  every  hoftile  attack,  more 
effeftually  than  all  the  fhips  built  iince  the  ark,  or  Ar.^o 
which  let  fail  with  admiral  Jafon  to  fetch  the  golden 
fleece  from  Colchos. 

If  then  the  fouls  of  our  m - rs  are  in  unifon  with 

their  country’s  good,  why  did  they  delay  and  reje<ft  this 
neceflary  duty  to  their  king  and  their  fellow  fubjedls? 

Let  then  the  word  militia  be  eternally  halloo’d  in  then- 
ears;  may  their  imaginations  awake,  and  fleeping  be 
haunted  with  this  terrifying  neglect ;  may  this  idea  be 
ever  prefent  to  their  minds,  the  ghoft  of  that  blefling 
which  they  ftrangled,  ’till,  alarmed  by  dread,  and  guilt? 
they  repent  and  arm  this  defencelefs  land. 

To  what  region  is  now  fled  all  that  panegyric,  which 
was  fo  loudly  founded  through  the  kingdom,  of  difpatch, 

diligence,  and  capacity,  in  the  m - e  m - r?  Why 

were  thole  fhips  lo  expeditioully  equipt,  lo  ineffectually 
deftined  and  applied  ?  What  injury  has  this  hurry  and 
expence  brought  on  your  enemies,  or  what  advantage 
to  this  nation,  unlefs  the  private  gains  of  a  few  thou- 
lands,  and  the  infamous  appellation  of  thieves  and  py- 

rates  from  your  enemies,  unanl’wered  by  your  m - rs, 

arc  conceived  an  adequate  rccompcnce  for  the  national 
expence  of  millions,  and  the  lois  of  character  through 
all  the  realms  of  Europe. 
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The  bafelefs  fabric  of  his  temple  of  fame  then  is  va- 
nifhed;  the  deferted  proprietor  of  that  fhorc  lived  glare 
of  reputation  is  now  funk  into  raylefs  obicurity,  like  the 
blifs  of  fome  poor  cottager,  who  from  his  dream  of  mil¬ 
lions  wakes  amidft  the  pangs  of  penury;  happy  for  this 
ifle,  could  the  fatal  effects  of  his  male-adminiftration  va- 
nifli  with  the  unmerited  reputation  of  the  author. 

Egregioully  delinquent  as  the  m - rs  have  proved 

them! elves  in  this  neglect  of  Minorca ,  with  what  accu¬ 
mulated  guilt  ought  they  to  be  viewed,  when  the  reca¬ 
pitulation  of  their  whole  conduct  comes  to  be  confidered 
by  you. 

If  thofe  who  have  loft  Mahon ,  and  permitted  your 
gallant  countrymen  in  hopelefs  defence  to  fall  the  guilt- 
lefs  facrifices  of  their  negleft,  the  unavailing  yet  auguft 
victims  of  their  own  and  country’s  honour,  objects  wor¬ 
thy  of  your  admiration  and  affliction,  the  eternal  ftigma 

of  an  unnatural  ad - n,  have  ruined  your  trade  in 

the  Mediterranean ,  fubje&ed  your  failors  to  the  captures 
and  ilavery  of  Barbary  pirates,  by  this  one  mifcon- 
du<ft,  what  will  be  the  whole  event  of  the  aggregate  of 
their  imbecillity,  when  by  wrong  choice  of  commanders 
in  America,  and  inattention  to  that  valuable  part  of  B — fk 
poffeffions,  many  provinces  are  left  open  to  hoftile  inroad. 
May  not  the  French ,  who  have  been  fome  time  fending 
troops  to  the  Miffjffippi,  this  fummer  become  mailers  of 
Georgia  and  Carolina ,  fo  defencelefs  and  open;  or  perhaps 
fome  province  more  lucrative  and  better  adapted  to  the 
neceflities  of  Faance. 

What  have  you  to  expect  from  your  boafted  naval  bul¬ 
wark,  if  the  fame  men  continue  to  direft  it,  who  have 
already  lavished  in  ineffectual  deftinatign  and  inefficient 
force  fo  many  millions  ?  Have  the  French  expeditions  been 
rendered  abortive  in  one  inftance?  Have  the  captures 
of  their  fhips  of  war  exceeded  three,  equal  to  our  lofs 
only  ? 

In  like  manner,  behold  what  have  been  the  fatal  con- 
feq  uences  of  their  iranfaftions  in  Europe  *,  treaties,  ruinous 

to  E - d,  partial  to  H - r,  and  yet  deftrudive 

to  the  welfare  of  that  ftate;  defertion  of  old  allies  and 

G  2  more 
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:v.  .  ic;  potent  friendhiips,  for  connections  with  weaker 
and  more  needy  powers  ;  profufion  of  public  money  to 
hireling  mercenaries,  national  degradation  and  contempt 
in  foreign  eyes,  imputation  of  difloyalty  or  cowardice  on 
your  (elves,  whilft  you  are  denied  the  nfe  of  arms  to  de¬ 
fend  yourfelves,  your  wives,  and  daughters  from  open 
enemies  and  the  facrilegious  hands  of  Venal  foreigners, 
nurtured  by  your  own  money,  brought  on  pretended 
rerms_  of  holpitality,  if  they  fhould  dare  to  treat  you 

In  the  mean  time,  your  fellow-fubjefts,  feduced  into 

the  army  by  promifes  of  being  lifted  for  three  years,  and 

to  defend  their  country  only,  are  kidnapped,  and  forced 

on  board  fhip  by  compulfion,  treated  and  tranfported  like 

haves,  God  knows  where;  to  return,  God  knows 
when  *. 

Is  it  not  poffible  then,  that  by  continuing  to  increafe  the 
number  of  infolent  foreigners,  and  fending  out  the  na¬ 
tive  troops,  that  at  length  a  handing  army  of  the  for¬ 
mer  may  become  too  formidable  to  be  oppofed  by  the 

people  of  G — t  B - n,  difarmed  as  ye  are?  Or  even 

by  me  nnhtaiy  this  daily  decreahni*  by  tranfportation 
to  Jiflant  pans  ofthe  world,  if  at  length  ,hey  ifioulj  re- 
fen t  die  want  of  confidence  which  is  manifefted  by  thus 

3  flying  on  //  -  -ns  and  H - ns >  in  preference  to 

that  loyal  body  of  men. 

^  ^  b  f-H  can  wonder,  n  rrom  one  continued  lenes 

of  miflakes,  and  flagrant' manifeftations  of  m _ —l  inca- 

p-city,  the  Suedes  fhould  fiiatch  this  golden  opportuni¬ 
ty  of  repoffe fling  Bremen  and  Verden ,  the  Auftrians  Sile- 
J'U' y  tiic  Spaniards  (j  tor  altar ,  and  the  brench^  after  having 


*  P  tr  e  i.  i  c  Advertiser. 

F.xtraSi  of  a  letter  from  Plymouth,  Sated  May  ZJ. 

/r^c relay  morning  col.  Campbell' s  new-raifed  regiment  was  reviewed  in  the  field 
ar.d  ordcied  to  appear  at  four  o’clock  in  the  afternoon  on  the  dock,  without  arms- 
v. iiicn  they  accordingly  did,  and,  without  much  difficulty,  marched  into  the  dock- 
yard,  followed  to  the  gates  by  the  garrifon,  with  their  bayonets  fixed,  and  mus¬ 
ket.  loaded,  to  ke  ep  guard  while  they  were  again  reviewed  by  general  Home,  the  co¬ 
lonel,  and  ad?  liral  Tshjlyn  \  after  which  the  companies  were  divided,  and  a  fig  - 
rial-gun  being  fired  from  the  admiral’s  fhip,  for  all  the  boats  to  attend,  they  were  im¬ 
mediately  embarked  without  any  dill m  Lance,  except  heavy  complaints  at  their  being 
font  abioad,  contrary  to  the  terms  of  the  advertifement,  and  the  promifes  made 
them  at  theVijne  of  their  inhfi in g,  ¥ 

fecu- 


fecured  Minorca  to  themfelves,  invade  the  kingdom  of 
Ireland :  and,  to  clofethe  whole,  ranfack  this  very  ifland 
of  G — t  B - n  ? 

Have  not  the  treaty  with  Prujfia ,  and  defertionof  Auf 
trian  intereft,  laid  a  probable  foundation  for  the  Swedes 
and  Germans  to  accomplifh  the  two  former?  Will  not 
the  buffering  Mahon  to  be  taken,  and  yielding  up  that 
harbour  to  the  French ,  encourage  the  Spaniard  to  at¬ 
tempt  the  third?  and  France  having  no  farther  ohje<ft  for 
her  fleet  in  the  Mediterranean ,  unite  and  employ  all  her 
force  in  perpetrating  the  fourth? 

Will  then  the  actual  pofleffion  of  fome,  and  nearer 

profpeft  of  fubduing  all  thefe  places,  permit  the  m - 1 

gang  to  raife  the  fupplies  for  the  enfuing  year  ?  Will 
thofe  who  have  affifted  the  m - y,  through  the  lucra¬ 

tive  view  of  private  intereft,  lend  them  their  money 
when  the  danger  of  lofing  all  exceeds  the  poffibility  of 
the  profit  ?  T  hen  will  it  not  too  evidently  appear,  when 
bankruptcy,  diftrefs,  and  anarchy  are  let  loofe,  that  the 
unlimited  profufion  of  E- — -yS  gold  for  German  intereft 
has  at  length  brought  that  inundation  of  evils,  fo  long 
predicted,  on  this  deplorable  country  ? 

Who  then  are  friends,  and  who  your  foes  ?  What  are 
thofe  men  who  dare  to  impute  difloyalty  to  fubjefts, 
whofe  words  and  aclions  would  have  contributed  to  lave 
this  finking  ftate,  if  their  counfel  had  been  followed: 
fliall  the  tracing  a  Scotch  renegado  jefuit  through  all  his 
doubling  lies  and  fallacies,  to  prevent  future  impofition 
on  a  few,  by  the  difeovery,  be  (as  it  ought)  deemed  a 
laudable  and  honeft  purfuit;  and  yet  the  unravelling  the 

mifehiefs  which  m - rs  have  brought  on  a  whole  nati- 

tion,  and  attempting  to  refeue  it  from  their  impious 
hands,  be  blafted  with  the  appellation  of  a  libel  ?  Be 
not,  like  individual  atoms  playing  in  the  fun-beams,  de¬ 
tached  from  one  another,  whirl’d  to  and  fro,  as  the 
breath  of  m - 1  conduct  blows  amongft  ye.  Let  the  ge¬ 

neral  good,  like  the  general  attraftion,  hold  ye  firm  to 
what  ye  owe  yourfelves  and  country ;  otherwife,  to  what 

mrpofe  do  ye  curfe  the  a*- - 1  that  forfook  the  caufe  of 

^ing  and  country,  and  praife  the  gallant  Blakcney  who 

never 


never  deferted  his  truft  ?  Why  doyc  importunately  ask, 
will  the  Spaniards  join  the  French  to  attack  Gibraltar  ? 
Will  the  French  invade  this  kingdom  ?  Alas  !  neither  im¬ 
precation  nor  panegyric,  the  taking  or  defence  of  Gib¬ 
raltar,  or  even  the  coming  of  the  French ,  can  bring  a 
greater  though  a  more  (udden  evil  on  your  condition. 
Nothing  can  long  relieve  or  lave  this  nation:  if  the  fame 
rulers  in  the  cabinet  continue  to  prefide,  ye  need  no  fo¬ 
reign  enemy  to  make  ye  haves.  Can  ye  conceive  that 
the  fame  men  who  have  brought  ruin  on  your  affairs, 
have  either  inclination  or  abilities  to  reinftate  them  in 
their  former  happy  fituation  ?  inquifitive  but  fenfelefs  of 
your  fate,  your  louls  feem  to  have  loft  all  thole  virtuous 
^nd  quick  fenfations,  which  have  hitherto  been  the  infe- 
parable  companions  of  a  free  ftate. 

T  o  what  purpole  then,  when  all  remedies  muft  come 
too  late,  will  this  predicted  ruin  be  believed  by  you? 
What  will  then  avail  that  anguifli,  when  you  curfe  your 
deftroyers  and  your  own  inattention?  perhaps  accompa¬ 
nied  with  this  imbittering  reflexion,  that  thofe  whom  ye 
afllfted  to  ruin  you  have  bound  your  hands  in  chains,  and 
are  become  the  arbitrary  mafters  of  the  kingdom.  Unlefs 
then  ye  fuadenly  awake  from  this  trance  into  which  ye 
are  fallen,  your  foreign  or  domeftic  enemies  will  pre* 
vent  ye,  and  then  ye  muft  fleep  the  fleep  of  death,  Eng¬ 
land  is  no  more! 

However  deftruftivc  therefore  this  action  of  Mr 
B — g  may  appear  on  enquiry,  remember,  before  it  be 
too  late,  once  more  I  charge  you  to  examine  whether  the 
original  authors  of  that  evil  are  not  infinitely  more  cri¬ 
minal  ?  If  it  fhall  be  found,  that  his  conduct  has  in  one 
inftance  entailed  difgrace  on  this  kingdom,  let  it  be  feen 
whether  the  m - rs  have  not,  by  numberlefs  and  re¬ 

peated  afts,  almoft  overwhelmed  the  land  with  infamy  ; 
nay  though  he  fhould  be  condemned  for  want  of  courage, 
will  it  not  be  juft  to  enquire  whether,  if  thofe  men  have, 
with  unwearied  diligence,  depreciated  every  virtue,  and 
lapped  every  honourable  motive  of  the  human  foul,  giv¬ 
en  power  and  honours  to  riches  only,  and  neglefted  all 

degree? 


degrees  of  merit ;  this  very  imputation  of  want  of  refe¬ 
ction  may  not  equitably  be  afcribed  to  them  alfo? 

Is  it  then  a  wonder,  that  men  in  all  ranks,  corrupted 
in  head  and  heart,  fhould  be  unequal  to  the  tasks  which 
honour  only  can  infpire,  and  virtue  accomplifh?  Re¬ 
member  then,  if  Mr  B — g  be  doomed  to  puriifhment, 
to  which  it  is  not  improbable  he  may,  as  a  fcape-goat 
offered  to  your  refentment  for  the  falvation  of  the  tn — -rs, 
that  this  can  avail  nothing  in  your  favour.  Will  not  the 
fame  deficiency  of  judgment  dill  operate  in  the  choice 
of  commanders  and  dedination  of  expeditions,  whilft  the 
direction  remains  in  the  fame  hand  ?  What  expectation 
have  ye  by  his  removal,  that  your  national  affairs  will  wear 
a  better  face,  or  raife  the  fallen  condition  of  this  finking 
land  ? 

Will  it  not  then  be  ftri&ly  equitable,  that  the  fame 
voice  which  calls  Mr  B*—g  to  a  candid  examination  of  his 
conduCt,  fhould  fummon  alfo  thofe  who  have  fo  long  and 
fo  fatally  luperintended  the  direction  of  national  affairs 
to  an  impartial  enquiry,  that  ye  be  afeertained  why  the 
territories  of  England  on  the  Ohio  were  fhamefully  con¬ 
ceded  to  th ^French  ;  to  whom/and  to  what  purpofes,  your 
millions  have  been  lavifhed,  whether  to  the  ruin  or  ad¬ 
vantage  of  this  ifland  ;  on  what  account  Mahon  and  Ame¬ 
rica  were  negle&ed,  and  H — - - r  preferred  to  all;  and 

from  what  caufe  it  happens,  that  fix  millions  and  a  half 
in  the  lad  year  of  queen  Anne’s  reign,  could  fuffice  for 
the  intereftof  fifty  millions,  and  the  f  upport  of  a  vigorous 
war ;  that  now  twelve  millions,  when  the  annual  ex¬ 
pence  of  the  debt,  by  the  diminifhed  intereft  of  money, 
exceeds  not  what  it  was  at  that  time,  are  not  equal  to 
the  annual  extravagance  of  the  m— - rs,  or  produc¬ 

tive  of  one  victory  ? 

In  her  reign,  though  your  treafures  were  exhaufted, 
and  your  fellow-fubjefts  flaughtered  for  German  into- 
refts,  ye  fuftained  the  flattering  charafter  of  a  brave  and 
honed  people  amongft  the  nations,  and  were,  by  the  iu- 
perb  viftories  which  your  general  obtained,  honoured 
and  revered;  but  under  the  direction  of  thefe  inaufpici- 

ous  nr - -rs,  ye  liye  without  renown,  and  die  without 

victory. 
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victory,  fftgmatized  with  the  infamous  brand  of  thieves 
and  pyrates,  by  that  nation  which  then  dared  not  to 
look  ye  in  the  face:  Shameful  alternative! 

Notwithftanding  this,  if  before  a  juft  tribunal  the  tranf- 
actions  of  the  m_rs  fhall  be  found  both  honoura¬ 


ble  and  upright,  and  the  approaching  fate  of  B 


owing  to  thefe  irrefiftable  caufes,  by  which  all  nations 
penfh  and  to  which  they  are  not  accefTary,  they  will 
then  like  louls  pafted  through  Purgatory  to  Paradife  rife 
horn  calumny  to  approbation,  from  hatred  to  efteem 
from  pain  to  pleafure.  What  then  can  be  more  accept¬ 
able  to  men  of  integrity,  than  fuch  an  enquiry?  But  if 
through  the  evidence  of  truth,  they  lhall  Hand  convict¬ 
ed  of  male-adminiftration,  let  no  malevolence  prefume  to 

draw  companions  between  the  conduit  of  pafted  m _ rs 

who  have  differed,  and  the  prefent  who  have  not,  or 
attempt  increafing  the  hejnoufnefs  of  their  aftions/  by 
truly  ftating  thofe  of  the  fufferers:  for  the  fake  of  thefe 
who  are  yet  alive,  I  wifh  you  never  to  recal  the  decapi¬ 
tation  ol  lord  Strasford, or  compare  his  and  their  conduct- 
Revenge  is  criminal,  it  is  unworthy  a  Briton ;  if  the  love 
of  your  country  muft  make  ye  feel  the  paftions  to  which 
human  nature  is  fubjected,  remember,  though  ye  are 
men, that  ye  are  Chnftians  alio;  and,  notwithftanding  the 
rum  Oi  this  land  is  well  nigh  completed,  implore  your 
f - n  to  afford  thofe  enemies  to  his  realm  that  mer- 
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cy  which  they  have  ever  denied  his  innocent  people;  and 
when  he  fhail  gracioully  preferve  them  from  condign  pu- 
nifhment,  that  he  will  mercifully  call  an  eye  of  pity  alfo 
on  millions  of  his  faithful  fubjc&s,  and  lave  them  from 
perdition,  by  at  once  removing  from  his  prefence,  the 
fpoilers  of  the  dignity  of  his  crown,  and  liberties  of  his 
fubjects ;  keep  then  your  eyes  and  attention  fteadily  on 
your  prince,  from  him  expeft  relief ;  there  remains  yet 
one  method  by  which  ye  may  all  be  laved. 
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